
Understanding YAH’s Likes and dislikes



Torah: Genesis 12:1-17:27 
Haftarah: Isaiah 40:27-41:16 

#3 Lech-L’cha (ֶלְך-ְלָך) leḵ-
ləḵā — Hebrew for “go!” or 

“leave!”, literally “go for you” 
—



Verse 4 
Aḇram was 75 years old when he left Ḥaran!  

This is a powerful example for us to show that no 
one is too old to change! 

Aḇraham did not use any excuses or try to give any 
reason why he could not go at the command of 

Elohim, even though he did not even know where 
he was going to!!! 



Iḇ’rim/Hebrews 11:8 “By belief, Aḇraham obeyed 
when he was called to go out to the place which 

he was about to receive as an inheritance. And he 
went out, not knowing where he was going.” 



The Greek word that is used here for ‘obeyed’ is 
ὑπακούω hupakouō(hoop-ak-oo'-o ) – Strong’s 
G5219 which means, ‘to listen, attend to, to 

submit to, to heed and obey’ and is made up of 
two words: 



1 – ὑπό hupo(hoop-o’) – Strong’s G5259 which 
means ‘under’ and further means, ‘to be 

controlled by’ or, ‘in subjection to’. 
2 – ἀκούω akouō(ak-oo’-o) – Strong’s G191 which 

means, ‘hearing, to hear, listen, give heed, 
understand, attend to, consider what is being 

said’. 



Clearly, we can see here that Aḇram was ‘under’ 
or ‘in subjection to’ making himself available to 

‘hear, and listen carefully and consider’ the 
instructions of Elohim and then do what he had 

heard, showing that he, in fact, was in subjection 
to the ‘commands’ of Elohim! 

He was not just a hearer, but also a doer of the 
Word!!! 

  



Mattithyahu/Matthew 7:24 “Therefore everyone 
who hears these words of Mine, and does them, 

shall be like a wise man who built his house on the 
rock” 



The Greek word that is translated as ‘does’ is 
ποιέω poieō(poy-eh’-o) – Strong’s G4160 which 
means, ‘to make, do, accomplish, keep, work, 

acts’.  
A derivative of this word is ποιητής poiētēs 

(poy-ay-tace’) – Strong’s G4163 which means, ‘a 
doer, a maker’, and is seen in: 



Ya’aqoḇ/James 1:21-25 “Therefore put away all 
filthiness and overflow of evil, and receive with 

meekness the implanted Word, which is able to save 
your lives. 22 And become doers of the Word, and not 

hearers only, deceiving yourselves. 23 Because if 
anyone is a hearer of the Word and not a doer, he is like 
a man who looks at his natural face in a mirror, 24 for 
he looks at himself, and goes away, and immediately 

forgets what he was like. 25 But he that looked into the 
perfect Torah, that of freedom, and continues in it, not 

becoming a hearer that forgets, but a doer of work, 
this one shall be blessed in his doing of the Torah.” 



The word translated as ‘doing’ (of the Torah) is 
also a derivative of ποιέω poieō and is the word 

ποίησις poiēsis(poy’-ay-sis) – Strong’s G4162 which 
means, ‘deed, making, doing, performing, in his 

doing (in the obedience he renders the law)’.  



These verses are very clear in telling us that the true 
hearer of the word, guards it and performs it, as his 
obedience renders the law under which he submits! 

There are many people who claim to be ‘doing’ what 
the Word says, yet they are simply living lawless 

lives, as their actions reveal their clear disregard for 
the Torah as are merely ‘doing’ lawlessness, which is 

to be operating or performing acts without clear 
instructions with no regard for the laws of Elohim: 



Yoḥanan Aleph/1 John 3:4 “Everyone doing sin also 
does lawlessness, and sin is lawlessness.” 



The Greek word that is translated here as sin is 
ἁµαρτία hamartia (ham-ar-tee’-ah) – Strong’s G266 
which means, ‘sin, failure, miss the mark, to miss 
or wander from the path of uprightness and honor, 
to do or go wrong’, and also carries the meaning 

of, ‘wandering from the law of Elohim, violate the 
law of Elohim’. 



We also should know by now, yet I will remind you 
once again, that the Greek word that is used for 

‘lawlessness’ is the word ἀνοµία anomia  
(an-om-ee’-ah) – Strong’s G458 which means, 

‘lawlessness or lawless deeds, unrighteousness’ 
and comes from the root word ἄνοµος anomos 

(an’-om-os) – Strong’s G459 meaning, ‘lawless or 
without law, transgressors’.  



This Greek word ἄνοµος anomos – Strong’s G459 is 
a construct of two words:  

1) α alpha(al’-fah) – Strong’s G1 used as a negative 
prefix, and  

2) νόµος nomos(nom’-os) – Strong’s G3551 which 
means, ‘that which is assigned, law, laws, 

principle’. 



Therefore, lawlessness simply, and very clearly, 
means to be without law! 

This verse from Yoḥanan Aleph/1 John 3:4 spells it 
out very plainly for those who seem to miss the 

fact that to not walk in the Torah is sin!  



It is as though Yoḥanan was spelling out this fact 
very bluntly and straightforward for those who 

struggle with a Greek mind-set and see no need to 
walk in the Torah – well, right here, in the Greek it 

is clear – If you are lawless (that is to walk 
contrary to the Torah and have ‘no law’) then you 

are indeed sinning! 
ἁµαρτία hamartia(ham-ar-tee’-ah) – Strong’s G266 
is ἀνοµία  anomia(an-om-ee’-ah) – Strong’s G458 



Titos/Titus 2:11-14 “For the saving Gift of Elohim 
has appeared to all men, 12 instructing us to 

renounce wickedness and worldly lusts, and to live 
sensibly, righteously, and reverently in the present 

age, 13 looking for the blessed expectation and 
esteemed appearance of the great Elohim and our 
Saviour יהושע Messiah, 14 who gave Himself for us, 
to redeem us from all lawlessness and to cleanse 
for Himself a people, His own possession, ardent 

for good works.” 



The Greek word that is used here for ‘redeem’ 
λυτρόω lutroō(loo-tro’-o) – Strong’s G3084 which 
literally means, ‘to release by paying a ransom, 
redeem’ – in other words Messiah has paid the 

price for us and released us from lawlessness by 
paying the ransom for our lives with His Blood. 

Sha’ul tells us in: 



Romiyim/Romans 6:18 “And having been set free 
from sin, you became servants of righteousness.” 



So, in other words, we can see that The Master 
 Messiah has redeemed us and set us free יהושע
from all lawlessness and sin, in order that we 

never wander from, or violate, the Torah and are 
faithful in doing His Torah! 



Gen 12:5  And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his 
brother's son, and all their substance that they had 

gathered, and the souls that they had gotten in 
Haran; and they went forth to go into the land of 
Canaan; and into the land of Canaan they came. 

verseid:1.12.5


Aḇram left Ḥaran!  

The Hebrew word ָחָרן Ḥaran(kaw-rawn’)  – Strong’s 
H2771 means, ‘mountaineer, or crossroads’ and 

what we can learn from this, is that Aḇram stood 
at a ‘crossroad’ in his life, where he had to choose 
to listen and obey the Word of יהוה(YeHoVah), or 

be stuck in his ways and refuse to move and rather 
hold on to tradition and family that refuses to 

budge!  



He made the choice of listening to and obeying 
the Word of יהוה(YeHoVah), as commanded, and as 
a result he would, at a good age of 75, get up and 
leave behind all that he had known, for the sake 

of trusting in and obeying the Creator!  
The ‘father of our faith’ was a doer of the Word 
and so too should we be – no matter our age or 

circumstances.  



The fact that we are discovering the Truth, places 
us at a crossroads where a clear choice must take 
place to follow The Word of Elohim, as we walk 

‘in’ Messiah and realise that we are to hear, guard 
and do all His commands and be ‘in subjection to’ 

His clear Torah that lights our path!



Aḇram left and Lot went with him!  
It appears that Lot followed by choice rather than 

being commanded to leave – he chose to follow 
Aḇraham and the name of – לֹוט Lot(lote)  

– Strong’s H3876 means, ‘covering’, which tells us 
that he recognised the True covering and 

protection of Elohim, by following the one who 
would be blessed by Elohim! 



Gen 12:6  And Abram passed through the land unto 
the place of Sichem, unto the plain of Moreh. And 

the Canaanite was then in the land.

verseid:1.12.6


Aḇraham set out and came to the “terebinth tree 
of Moreh”, which is written in the Hebrew text as 

follows: 
 elon moreh – אֵלֹון מֹוֶרה

The Hebrew word that is translated as ‘terebinth’ 
is אֵלֹון eylon(ay-lone’) – Strong’s H436 which 
means, ‘terebinth, oak, mighty’, which is 

prolonged from אַיִל ayil(ah’-yil) – Strong’s H352 
which means, ‘terebinth, chief, pillar, door post, 

ram’. 



The other Hebrew word that is translated as 
‘terebinth’, 13 times in Scripture, is אֵלָה eylah 

(ay-law’) – Strong’s H424 which also means, 
‘terebinth, oak’ and is the feminine of אַיִל ayil, 
and is also often translated as ‘oak’, which is a 

tree of the cashew family that yields turpentine.  



While some may debate whether these words mean, 
terebinth or oak, what we recognise from Scripture 

is that these Hebrew words give us a very clear 
reference to a very strong and very durable tree, 

which has a sturdy structure as well as an extensive 
root system that enables the tree to remain green, 

even during a drought!  
This strong tree is known to be able to grow up to 
12m in height and, due to its root system, it can 

sprout up from a stump, after having been cut down. 



Let us take a closer look at the Terebinth tree, as 
it is strategically used in Scripture, along with its 

mentioned locations: 
The 1st reference to a terebinth tree, in Scripture, 

is recorded here in Berěshith/Genesis 12:6.  
This was where יהוה(YeHoVah) appeared to Aḇram! 



 physically made Himself visible to Aḇram (YeHoVah)יהוה
at this terebinth tree, which was at ‘Moreh’; and the 

Hebrew word מֹוֶרה Moreh – Strong’s H4176 means, 
‘teacher’ and comes from the root word יָָרה yarah – 

Strong’s H3384 which means, ‘to throw or shoot, direct, 
instruct, teach, teacher’, which is the root from which 
we get the Hebrew word ּתֹוָרה torah – Strong’s H8451 
which means, ‘utterance’, ‘teaching’, ‘instruction’ or 

‘revelation’ from Elohim’, and it was here at this ‘Mighty 
Tree’ that Aḇram met His Teacher – יהוה(YeHoVah) Elohim, 
who is The Good Teacher, and received clear instructions: 



Iyoḇ/Job 36:22 “See, Ěl is exalted by His power; 
who is a Teacher like Him?” 



The terebinth tree was known for its good shade and 
it is under this tree that he stopped and, in one 

sense, this is where he met with his Mighty Teacher, 
as he found shade under the pressing heat of his 

journey, in a land filled with Kenaʽanites: 
Tehillah/Psalm 121:5 “יהוה(YeHoVah) is your guard; 
 ”.is your shade at your right hand (YeHoVah)יהוה



The term מֹוֶרה Moreh – Strong’s H4176, as the 
name of a place, is used 3 times in Scripture; and 
the other times that we see this word being used, 
is secondly, when Mosheh was giving reference to 
Yisra’ĕl, of this very location where Aḇram had 
met יהוה(YeHoVah), as a marker of where they 

would proclaim the blessing and curses on Mount 
Gerizim and Ěyḇal, when they had crossed the 

Yarděn! (Deḇarim/Deuteronomy 11:30).  



This can also remind us that we, who have 
‘crossed over’, and understand the clear blessings 
and curses of Scripture will keep our eyes on our 

Good Teacher and Master, יהושע Messiah: 
Yoḥanan/John 13:13 “You call me Teacher and 

Master, and you say well, for I am.” 



The 3rd time that we see this word מֹוֶרה Moreh(mo-reh’)  – 
Strong’s H4176 being used is in Shophetim/Judges 7:1, 
when Giḏ’on was encamped at the fountain of Ḥaroḏ, 
while Miḏyan was on the north of them, by the hill of 

Moreh.  
The Hebrew word Ḥaroḏ comes from the root word ָחַרד 

ḥarad(khaw-rad’)  – Strong’s H2729 which means, 
‘trembling, to be terrified, frightened, afraid’.  

This, in itself, carries a great encouragement for us, 
especially when we understand the full story of Giḏ’on, 
who overcame huge terrifying obstacles and frightening 

enemies, as he fixed his eyes and trust on יהוה(YeHoVah).  



Here, we recognise that, in the face of danger and 
terrifying circumstances, which in Scripture is 

often represented as coming from the north, we 
are able to face the battles and struggles, as long 

as we have the hill of Moreh in our sights – 
meaning that we have our eyes fixed on our Mighty 

Teacher and His clear instructions, that gives us 
confidence and faith to stand and fight the good 

fight of faith! 



We have a Teacher of Righteousness – and as good, 
faithful students we must take careful heed to 

hear, guard and do all He teaches us through His 
Word – then we will be equipped to face the tough 

battles in life! 
Yo’ěl/Joel 2:23 “And you children of Tsiyon, be 

glad and rejoice in יהוה(YeHoVah) your Elohim, for 
He shall give you the Teacher of Righteousness, 
and cause the rain to come down for you, the 
former rain and the latter rain, as before.”  



The Hebrew phrase that is translated here as ‘the 
Teacher of Righteousness’ is: 

 hamoreh litsḏaqqah – ַהּמֹוֶר֖ה לִצְָדָק֑ה
This comes from the root words:  



 Moreh(mo-reh’)– Strong’s H4175, which is a מֹוֶרה (1
noun that means, ‘early rain, teacher, archer’ 

 tseḏaqah(tsed-aw-kaw’)  – Strong’s H6666 צְָדָקה (2
meaning, ‘righteousness, righteous acts, merits, 

righteous deeds’. 



The Hebrew word מֹוֶרה Moreh(mo-reh’) – Strong’s 
H4175 is used twice in this verse and is also 

translated as ‘former rain’, highlighting for us the 
clear prophecy of Messiah, the Teacher of 

Righteousness, that would come as the former rain, 
as well as the latter rain – depicting a clear 

prophecy of His two comings – firstly as the Teacher 
of righteousness and then as the latter rain! 



The Hebrew word that is translated as ‘latter rain’ 
is ַמלְקֹוׁש malqosh(mal-koshe’) – Strong’s H4456 
which means, ‘latter rain, spring rain’ and is 

understood as being the rains that come in late 
Spring in order to strengthen and mature the crops.  

This word ַמלְקֹוׁש malqosh(mal-koshe’) – Strong’s 
H4456 comes from the root verb לַָקׁש laqash 

(law-kash’) – Strong’s H3953 which means, ‘to take 
the second crop, to take everything, to glean the 
harvest’ and a promise of provision and blessing 

that is given for obedience! 



If His commands were guarded, then יהוה(YeHoVah) 
would send both the EARLY rain and the LATTER rain! 

Deḇarim/Deuteronomy 11:13-14 “And it shall be 
that if you diligently obey My commands which I 
command you today, to love יהוה(YeHoVah) your 
Elohim and to serve Him with all your heart and 
with all your being, 14 then I shall give you the 

rain for your land in its season, the early rain and 
the latter rain, and you shall gather in your grain, 

and your new wine, and your oil.” 



The Hebrew word that is translated as ‘early rain’ in 
Deḇarim/Deuteronomy 11:14 is the word יֹוֶרה 

yoreh(yo-reh’) – Strong’s H3138 which is the active 
participle of the word יָָרה yarah(yaw-raw’)  – Strong’s 

H3384 which means, ‘to throw or shoot, direct, 
instruct, teach, teacher’, which is the root from 

which we get the Hebrew word ּתֹוָרה torah 
(to-raw’) – Strong’s H8451 means, ‘utterance’, 

‘teaching’, ‘instruction’ or ‘revelation’ from Elohim’.  
The Hebrew word יֹוֶרה yoreh(yo-reh’) – Strong’s H3138 

is translated as ‘watering’ in Hoshěa/Hosea 6:3.  



The early and latter rains are a frequent theme 
that we see repeated throughout Scripture and 

teaches us that without the early and latter rains 
there can be no harvest!  

What we recognise from the early and latter rain, 
is that with the first coming of Messiah, we can 

recognise that He came to ‘teach and instruct’ us 
and with His second coming, ‘as the latter rain’, 
He is coming to take up a harvest of souls – He is 
coming to reap, and He is coming on the clouds!!! 



Ok, so I have highlighted the clear picture of rain 
and the early and later rains, which are both 

essential for a strong and mature harvest.  
It is with this is mind, that I want us to consider the 

need for us to understand how important 
 ,s(YeHoVah’s) rain is for us, and when I say that’יהוה
I mean His teaching and instruction; for without it 

we are not able to be made strong and become 
mature in יהושע Messiah, who is both our Teacher of 
righteousness and the ‘gatherer of the after crop’! 



Those who whore, do not have a teacher that will 
come and nourish them; as the Good teacher will 
clearly rebuke the rebellious who have whored 
and reject them, by declaring that He does not 

know them, despite their vain attempts at 
declaring that they did much in His Name, when 
what they did was mere acts of lawlessness as 

they disregarded His Torah! 



Mattithyahu/Matthew 7:21-23 “Not everyone who 
says to Me, ‘Master, Master,’ shall enter into the 

reign of the heavens, but he who is doing the 
desire of My Father in the heavens. 22 “Many shall 
say to Me in that day, ‘Master, Master, have we not 
prophesied in Your Name, and cast out demons in 
Your Name, and done many mighty works in Your 
Name?’ 23 “And then I shall declare to them, ‘I 
never knew you, depart from Me, you who work 

lawlessness!’” 



The 2nd place that we see a reference being made 
to a ‘terebinth tree’ is at ַמְמֵרא Mamrĕ – Strong’s 

H4471 which means, ‘strength or fatness’.  
This word is used 10 times and was the location 

where Aḇram moved to and dwelt by the terebinth 
trees of Mamrĕ, which was in Ḥeḇron, and it was 

here that he also built a slaughter-place to 
  .(YeHoVah)יהוה



Mamrĕ was an Ammonite who had made a covenant 
with Aḇram.  

It was here that we see, in Berěshith/Genesis 18:1, 
that יהוה(YeHoVah) once again made Himself 
physically visible and appeared to Aḇraham.  

Aḇraham was ‘sitting’ at the ‘tent door’ of his tent by 
the terebinth trees of Mamrĕ; and the root word used 
for ‘sitting’ is יַָׁשב yashaḇ(yaw-shab’) – Strong’s H3427 
meaning, ‘sit, dwell, remain, abide, inhabit, sitting 

still’ and a modern word derived from this word, 
which is translated as ‘school’, is ‘yeshiva’.  



Sitting/ dwelling’, in the Hebraic mind-set, is an 
idiom for learning; and it is at the Master’s Feet 
that we come and sit and drink of His Pure and 

Clear Living Water and get great clarity and insight 
and strength to sojourn with joy!  

The idea of sitting in the Hebrew mind-set is to 
learn, and not to simply sit and vegetate, but 

rather sit and pay attention to the instructions of 
their teacher.  



The Hebrew word יַָׁשב yashaḇ(yaw-shab’)  
– Strong’s H3427, which means, ‘sit, dwell, 

remain, abide, inhabit, sitting still’, is pictured in 
the ancient pictographic text as follows: 

   



Yod – ָי:  
ָ  This is the letter ‘yad or yod’ which in the – י
ancient script is pictured as –  – which is the 

picture of an arm and hand and carries the 
meaning of ‘work, make, throw’ from the primary 
functions of the arm and hand and also represents 
worship or giving thanks in the extending of hands 

as a gesture of this. 



Shin – ַׁש: 
 This is the letter ‘shin’ which in the ancient – ַׁש

script is pictured as –  – which is the picture of 
‘two front teeth’ and carries the meaning of 

‘sharp or press’ which is what the teeth do and 
also speaks of the sharpened word that comes 
forth from the mouth as the teeth ‘chew’ or 

meditate on the Truth making what comes forth 
pure and sharp! 



Beyt – ב: 
 This is the letter ‘beyt’, which in the ancient – ב

script is pictured as , which pictures a tent 
floor plan and means, ‘house’ or ‘tent’. It 

represents family and the importance of those 
who are inside the tent as opposed to the tent 

structure itself. 



Looking at this word, in the ancient script, helps 
us further understand how we are to dwell as 

sojourners – for it is by the ‘outstretched arm and 
hand of יהוה(YeHoVah)’ that we are able to sit and 

listen, meditate on and guard to do His Word, 
giving thanks to Him, as we are built up in Messiah 

as the Dwelling Place of Elohim! 
These pictographs that render the root word יַָׁשב 

yashaḇ(yaw-shab’) – Strong’s H3427 can give us the 
following meaning: 



WORK THE WORD OF THE 
HOUSE 



In our ability to properly ‘dwell’, as we should, 
then we are to work the Word of the House, which 
instructions we have clearly been given as we have 

been diligently sitting and hearing, in order to 
become doers of the Word.  

We know that the Torah of The House is set-
apartness and that we are to pursue apartness and 

in order to do that, to ‘dwell’, emphasises one 
who is diligently being a hearer and doer of the 

Word and not just a hearer only! 



To be proper dwellers, is to be proper doers of the 
Word of the house! 

Aḇraham is clearly pictured for us as a great 
example of a man who meditated on the Word day 

and night and was so focused on the Master 
 making himself readily available ,(YeHoVah)יהוה
for יהוה(YeHoVah) to make Himself visible to His 

faithful servant and friend!  



It was here that Aḇraham ate a meal with 
 and two Messengers, just before (YeHoVah)יהוה

judgement over Seḏom and Amorah was passed and 
delivered! 

This location also gives us great insight in 
understanding our need to be attentive students of 
our Mighty Teacher, יהושע Messiah, and love to come 
together on His Sabbaths, in order to sit and learn 
and be strengthened in His Word that leads us in 
righteousness, and enjoy the fellowship of a good 

meal too!  



It is when we gather, as diligent talmidim, that He 
makes Himself visible to us through His Word and 
strengthens us as we grow in our knowledge and 

understanding of who He is. 
This was also the place where Yitsḥaq dwelt, when 
Ya’aqoḇ came to him before he died at 180 years of 

age. (Berěshith/Genesis 35:27-28) 
Moreh = Teacher and Mamrĕ = Strength – for it is: as we 
submit to our Good Teacher and fix our eyes on Him and 
submit to hearing, guarding and doing His Word, that we 
are equipped to stand and fight, as His joy strengthens 

us and renews us! 



The 3rd location that we see, in Scripture, being 
‘marked’ by a ‘terebinth tree’ is צַעֲנַּנִים 

Tsa’ananniym(tsah-an-an-neem’) 
– Strong’s H6815 which means, ‘removings’, and is 
the plural of the word צָעַן tsa’an – Strong’s H6813 
which means, ‘to wander, travel, taken down’. 



It is in Yehoshua/Joshua 19:33 where we are told 
that this place formed part of the borders of 

Naphtali(naf-taw-lee’) – נַפְָּתלִי – Strong’s H5321 – 
whose name means, ‘wrestling’.  

This place is also used in Shophetim/Judges 4:11 
where Ḥeḇer, of the children of the father-in-law 
of Mosheh, had come to after separating himself 

from the Qĕynites, before Baraq and Deḇorah 
went up and destroyed Sisera.  



This terebinth at צַעֲנַּנִים Tsa’ananniym was beside ֶקֶדׁש 
Qeḏesh – Strong’s H6843 which means, ‘set-apart 

place’.  
What we can learn from this terebinth tree location is 

that, we who have been called out of darkness and 
are a set-apart people of Elohim, will recognise how 

we have all wrestled with the removal of our old 
ways, and all the vain inherited traditions and lies.  

Therefore, as we live set-apart lives, we must remove 
all falsehood and compromise, in order to truly live 
set-apart lives unto our Mighty Teacher and Master! 



The 4th place we find a terebinth tree being 
mentioned, as a key marker or location, is at ְׁשכֶם 
Sheḵem(shek-em’) – Strong’s H7927 which means, 

‘back or shoulder’.  
It was here at Sheḵem that Ya’aqoḇ dug a well – 
the well where יהושע met the Shomeroni woman 
and so opened the door for the return of the lost 

sheep of Yisra’ĕl! 



It was also here at the terebinth at Sheḵem that the 
masters of Sheḵem set up Aḇimeleḵ, the son of Giḏ’on, 

as their king, after he had killed his 70 brothers! 
(Shophetim/Judges 9:6). 

It was also here at Sheḵem that Ya’aqoḇ buried the idols 
under the terebinth tree. A very eventful place indeed!  

One that typically presents to us the clear choice of who 
we will serve and follow! יהושע Messiah is our Master, 
Teacher and King and the rule is on His shoulders, yet 
Sheḵem teaches us that there is always a false system 

and rule that many sadly choose to follow.  



After Aḇimeleḵ was set up as king of Sheḵem, 
Yotham went and proclaimed a clear parable of 

trees from Mount Gerizim as a witness against the 
leaders at Sheḵem.  

Aḇimeleḵ ruled Yisra’ĕl for 3 years, after which he 
was killed when a woman dropped an upper 
millstone on his head and crushed his skull.  

He then asked his armour bearer to kill him, lest it 
would be said that a woman had killed him – and so, 
Elohim repaid Aḇimeleḵ for the evil of killing the 70 

sons of Giḏ’on.  



Why I am sharing this with you, is simply to show 
how the enemy will certainly have a way of getting 
many to follow him, and with the 70 sons of Giḏ’on 
being killed by him, we are given a picture of how 

the enemy has done his utmost to defile the 
nations, yet shall be destroyed at the end.  



The number ‘70’ is a significant number, in 
representing the fullness of the nations, as we are 

reminded that the generations of Noaḥ’s sons, 
after the flood, were 70 in number; and we are 
also reminded how it was 70 elders who ate a 

meal on Mount Sinai with יהוה(YeHoVah), when the 
Covenant was given to the chosen and called out 

nation, who were to be a light to the nations. 



 ,Messiah also sent out the 70 taught ones יהושע
two by two, ahead of Him into every city and 
place where He was about to go, so that they 

would ‘prepare the way’, as they went to go and 
proclaim the Besorah of His Kingdom, which is 
another picture of how we as faithful talmidim 

and pure trees of righteousness, are called to go 
and prepare the way for His soon return, and 

proclaim the Besorah of His Kingdom!



We must choose to follow the Righteous King, by 
guarding His Word and bearing each other’s 

burdens on our shoulders, and so fulfil the Torah! 
There was another ‘terebinth tree’ in Sheḵem that 
is mentioned in Shophetim/Judges 9:37, and was a 
place where witchcraft was performed and sought 

after. In the Scriptures, we are told that the 
people were coming from the ‘Diviners terebinth 

tree’.  



The Hebrew word for ‘diviners’ is ְמעֹונְנִים – 
‘meon’niym’ – which is the plural of the word עָנַן 
anan(aw-nan’) – H6049 meaning ‘fortune telling, 
soothsaying, magicians, practising witchcraft’ as 

well as ‘to make something appear or to cloud over 
and act covertly and observe times of witchcraft’.  
This is a lesson for us that we are to not allow any 
form of witchcraft or magic in our lives, for as we 
live in the world we are not of the world and must 
not follow after the world’s ways, as this has not 

been appointed for us: 



Deḇarim/Deuteronomy 18:13-14 “Be perfect 
before יהוה(YeHoVah) your Elohim, 14 for these 

nations whom you are possessing do listen to those 
using magic and to diviners. But as for you, 

 your Elohim has not appointed such (YeHoVah)יהוה
for you.” 

Miḵah/Micah 5:12 “And I shall cut off witchcrafts 
out of your hand, and let you have no magicians.” 



The 5th site I want to highlight for you, in terms of 
the location of a terebinth tree being mentioned 

in Scripture, is at Ophrah: 
Shophetim/Judges 6:11 “And the Messenger of 
 came and sat under the terebinth (YeHoVah)יהוה

tree which was in Ophrah, which belonged to 
Yo’ash the Aḇiʽezerite, while his son Giḏ’on 

threshed wheat in the winepress, to hide it from 
the eyes of the Miḏyanites.”  



The name ּגְִדעֹון Giḏ’on(ghid-ohn’)  – Strong’s H1439 
means, ‘hewer, one who chops down’, and he 

certainly was a very courageous man who chopped 
down, and destroyed, the abominable Asherah 

pole and altar of Ba’al that his father had. 
It was here at the terebinth tree in Ophrah, where 
Giḏ’on lived, that the Messenger of יהוה(YeHoVah) 
appeared to Giḏ’on and called him a mighty brave 

one.  



Giḏ’on, of course, engaged in a discussion with the 
Messenger of יהוה(YeHoVah), and discussed his 

doubts and fears, and challenged Him by asking that 
if יהוה(YeHoVah) was with them, then why were bad 

things happening to them, as they had been 
suffering under the oppression of the Miḏyanites.  
Giḏ’on was told to go in his strength, for he would 
save Yisra’ĕl, and he responded with the fact that 
he was just a small guy from Menashsheh, and was 

the least in his father’s house.  



With these physical facts, in his own eyes, of him 
being the smallest in his father’s house, he asked 
the Messenger of יהוה(YeHoVah) how he was to do 
what he was being told and asked what he would 

save Yisra’ĕl with – and the answer was very 
simple and yet very clear: He would do so 
because יהוה(YeHoVah) was with him!!!  



Because יהוה(YeHoVah) was with him, he would 
destroy the Miḏyanites, as one man!  

This is a very practical truth we all need to hear 
amidst the most daunting circumstances in our 

lives!!!  
If יהוה(YeHoVah) is with us, then we have the full 

assurance of walking in victory!  


