
Understanding YAH’s Likes and dislikes



Torah: Deuteronomy 33-34 
Haftarah: Joshua 1:1-18 

#54 V’Zot HaBerachah,  (וְֹזאת 
 is Hebrew for “and this – (ַהְּבָרכָה

is the blessing,”



The Torah came through Mosheh on Stone 
Tablets and then through the flesh in Messiah 
 No more on stone, now on !(Yeshua)יהושע

flesh!!!  
The Word became flesh!  

The Torah contains instructions, guidance and 
direction for those who desire to live 

righteous, set apart lives in accordance with 
the will of Elohim, which יהושע(Yeshua) show 

us by walking in Him. 



Whoever claims to live in Him must walk as 
 .did (Yoḥanan Aleph/1 John 2:6) (Yeshua)יהושע

 How did יהושע(Yeshua) walk?  
He walked according to Torah!  

While these instructions were written on scrolls 
by Mosheh, they ultimately are written by the 

Almighty on the hearts of Believers, aměn!  
Having said all this, it is very clear then that 
the word ‘instruction’ has a much different 

connotation to the word ‘law’.



Mosheh tells us that the Torah is our 
inheritance, and the Hebrew word that is 

translated as ‘inheritance’ is מֹוָרָׁשה morashah 
(mo-raw-shaw' )– Strong’s H4181 which 

means, ‘a possession, inheritance, 
heritage’; and here, this implies something 
that is to be seized and occupied and is not 
something that we sit around and wait for 
our fathers to die in order to receive it.  



Our ability to ‘seize and occupy’ the 
inheritance that we have in Messiah, is by 

our fervent obedient love for יהוה(YeHoVah), 
as we love Him with all we are and have and 

love our neighbours as ourselves, then we 
truly can begin to walk in the inheritance of 
the pure instructions of Elohim that protects 
us and leads us on the path of righteousness.



What is also interesting to take note of here 
is that the inheritance of the Torah is given 

to the assembly, and therefore clearly 
speaks of our need to be a people who 
assemble together on the Sabbaths and 

Appointed Feasts of Elohim.  
If we are not ‘assembling’ then we do not 
possess the inheritance of the Torah as we 

should! 



The Sabbaths and Feasts of יהוה(YeHoVah) 
cannot be done ‘alone’ or in isolation – they 
are called ‘set-apart gatherings’, and when 
we obey and assemble, and learn to hear, 
guard and do the Words of יהוה(YeHoVah), 
then we can begin to truly take possession 
of the Torah that identifies us and marks us 
as the royal priesthood, chosen nation and 
set-apart people for a possession of Elohim!



The Hebrew word that is translated as 
‘assembly’ is ְקִהּלָה qehillah (keh-hil-law’)– 
Strong’s H6952 which means, ‘assembly, 

congregation’ which comes from the root word 
 ,qahal (kaw-hawl’)– Strong’s H6951 meaning ָקָהל

‘assembly, congregation, convocation’, and 
can mean the gathering of the set-apart ones for 

Sabbaths, New Moons and Feasts, as well as a 
convening for a meeting of the people, and can 
certainly give reference to a gathering of all for 

right-ruling and judgement. 



The name יַעֲֹקב Ya’aqoḇ (yah-ak-obe’)– 
Strong’s H3290 means, ‘grabs the heel’, 

and this comes from the word עֵָקב aqeḇ (aw-
kabe' )– Strong’s H6119 which means, 

‘heel, footprint, hind part’.  



The ‘heel’ is the last part of the body to 
come out of the womb and so this word also 
speaks of the hind or latter part; and with 
Ya’aqoḇ catching the ‘heel’ of Ěsaw we see 
how, even at birth, he sought the ‘blessing’ 

of the first born! 



As we look at his life, we can also learn a 
great deal regarding the blessings of 

 that ‘followed hard after his (YeHoVah)יהוה
heel’, when he walked in obedience to the 

instructions of Elohim! 
From birth, we can see how Ya’aqoḇ strove 

for what he wanted and sought after: 



Hoshěa/Hosea 12:3-5 “He took his brother by 
the heel in the womb, and in his strength he 

strove with Elohim. 4 He strove with the 
Messenger and overcame, he wept and sought 

His favour. He found Him in Bĕyth Ěl, and 
there He spoke to us – 5 even יהוה(YeHoVah) 

Elohim of hosts, יהוה(YeHoVah) is His 
remembrance.” 



Here, Ya’aqoḇ was owning up to the fact 
that he was the ‘heel grabber’, as he 

acknowledged who he was in the face of 
intense wrestling with the Word – and this is 
what true wrestling with the Word will do to 

us – it will humble us and cause us to 
truthfully acknowledge who we are.  



By this confession of his true identity and 
character that was being stripped and 

shaped by the Word, Ya’aqoḇ could now 
receive his new identity in Elohim – a new 

name to the one who had overcome! 



Ḥazon/Revelation 2:17 “He who has an ear, 
let him hear what the Spirit says to the 

assemblies. To him who overcomes I shall give 
some of the hidden manna to eat. And I shall 
give him a white stone, and on the stone a 
renewed Name written which no one knows 

except him who receives it.” 
Ya’aqoḇ received a renewed name as a 

result of having overcome the striving with 
Elohim and men!



Verse 5 – Sovereign in Yeshurun! 
The poetic term ‘Yeshurun’, which means 

‘upright one’, is used as a symbolic term in 
Scripture when speaking of all 12 Tribes of 
Yisra’ĕl that are serving together in unity!  



Deu 33:5  And He was Sovereign in Yeshurun, 
when the heads of the people were gathered, 

the tribes of Yisra’ěl.



The name/term יְֻׁשרּון Yeshurun (yesh-oo-
roon' )– Strong’s H3484 comes from the word 
 yashar (yaw-shar’)– Strong’s H3474 which יַָׁשר
means, ‘straight, right, pleasing, be level, 

upright, just and lawful’. 



The Book of Yasher, commonly known to us 
as ‘Jasher’, means the book of the ‘upright/

straight’ or the Book of the ‘Righteous’. 



This is what יהוה(YeHoVah) has chosen Yisra’ĕl 
for – to be straight and upright and walk in 
His Torah, shining the Light of His Besorah 
(Good News) amidst a crooked world. His 

promises are sure and secure for His called 
upright ones. 



He is sovereign of the upright ones, and He is 
coming as the Righteous King to gather the 
tribes of Yisra’ĕl, and the term Yeshurun is 
used as a symbolic term of all 12 Tribes of 

Yisra’ĕl serving together in unity! 

The Hebrew word יָָׁשר yashar (yaw-shar’)– 
Strong’s H3474 is pictured as follows, in the 

ancient pictographic text: 

    



Yod – י: 

The ancient script has this letter as  
which is ‘an arm and hand’ and carries the 
meaning of ‘work, make, throw’, from the 
primary functions of the arm and hand, and 
it also represents worship or giving thanks in 
the extending of hands as a gesture of this. 

The work of one’s hands is the basic 
meaning of this letter! 



Shin – ָׁש: 

This is the letter ‘shin’ which in the ancient script 

is pictured as, , which is ‘two front teeth’ and 
carries the meaning of ‘sharp or press, chew or 
devour’; which is what the teeth do, and also 
speaks of the sharpened word that comes forth 

from the mouth as the teeth ‘chew’ or ‘meditate’ 
on the Truth, making what comes forth pure and 

sharp!  

It also carries the understanding of consuming or 
destroying – as teeth do to food. 



Resh – ר: 

The ancient script has this letter ‘resh’ as – 
 – and is pictured as ‘the head of a man’ 

and has the meaning of the head of a man 
as well as chief, top, beginning or first. 
Top, as in the top or head of a body and 

chief, as is head of a tribe or people as well 
as the one who rules the people. 



When looking at this root word יָָׁשר 
yashar(yaw-shawr' ) – Strong’s H3477, in 
describing our need to be upright and do 

what is right in the eyes of YHVH(YeHoVah), 
we are able to see the following being 

declared: 

WORK THE WORD OF THE HEAD 



We can only walk upright, when we are 
guarding to do all our Head and Saviour has 

commanded us, doing the good works of 
obedience! 



The Blessings for each tribe: 
As we go through these blessings for each 

individual tribe, we are able to glean some 
very valuable insights and lessons in how we, 

as the body of Messiah, are to walk in the 
blessing of our Messiah as we remain in Him 

and guard His commands. 



Verse 6 – Re’uḇĕn 

Re’uḇĕn (reh-oo-bane' )– ְראּוֵבן – Strong’s 
H7205 means, ‘behold a son’, and here 

Mosheh’s first words for the tribe of Re’uḇĕn 
was ‘let Re’uḇĕn live and not die’, and 

further says, ‘let his men be numbered’.  



This, in fact, was the only blessing that 
Mosheh had for Re’uḇĕn!!!  

This blessing was a call to survival for the 
children of Re’uḇĕn.  

What we need to remember, is how Re’uḇĕn 
had defiled his father’s bed, and uncovering 

your father’s nakedness was a death 
sentence:



Wayyiqra/Leviticus 20:11 “And a man who lies 
with the wife of his father has uncovered the 
nakedness of his father, both of them shall 

certainly be put to death, their blood is upon 
them.” 

This is exactly what Re’uḇĕn had done: 
Berěshith/Genesis 35:22 “And it came to be, when 
Yisra’ĕl dwelt in that land, that Re’uḇĕn went and 
lay with Bilhah his father’s concubine. And Yisra’ĕl 

heard about it. Now the sons of Ya’aqoḇ were 
twelve”



The words of Ya’aqoḇ to Re’uḇĕn, before he 
died, were: 

Berěshith/Genesis 49:3-4 “Re’uḇĕn, you are 
my first-born, my power and the beginning of 
my strength, the excellency of exaltation and 
the excellency of power. 4 “Boiling like water, 

you do not excel, because you went up to 
your father’s bed, then you defiled it – he 

went up to my couch.” 



By this ‘blessing’ here being given by 
Mosheh, we see how Mosheh, in a sense, 

took back the curse in a hope that the sons 
of Re’uḇĕn would repent and be increased, 
possibly because the Torah had not yet been 

given at the stage, he defiled his father’s 
bed, so that he would not lose the 

inheritance promised to His fathers. 



This is a powerful picture of Messiah who has 
taken away the curse of the Torah, by taking 
the curse – which is death – upon Himself, in 

order that we may live and increase; and 
Messiah being the first-born of all creation 
restores the ‘first-born status’ in His own 

blood! 
For those who repent and turn to the Master, 

there is always hope of being restored, in 
order to be numbered and increase. 



The Hebrew word that is translated as 
‘numbered’ is ִמְסּפָר mispar(mis-pawr’) – 

Strong’s H4557 which means, ‘number, tally, 
account, counted’ which comes from ָספַר 
saphar (saw-far' )– Strong’s H5608 which 

means, ‘to count, recount, relate’ which is 
the denominative verb of ֵספֶר sepher (say'-

fer )– Strong’s H5612 which means, ‘a missive, 
document, writing, book, scroll, letters’, and 

is used to describe the Book of the Torah! 



In other words, what Mosheh was speaking, over 
the sons of Re’uḇĕn, is that their names would not 
be blotted out from the book of life but rather be 
numbered, or counted, among the rest of Yisra’ĕl 

and be a living part of the body of Messiah! 
As we consider this blessing, we are able to 
recognise how important it is for us to be 
numbered in Messiah and that we are to 

continually be a ‘counting people’ who daily 
‘count the cost’ of following our Master and 

Redeemer, יהושע(Yeshua) Messiah. 



And to be faithful, in being a ‘counting 
people’, we need to realise that we cannot 
do this without the Word of Elohim – as we 
are to meditate on His Torah day and night 
and allow this ֵספֶר sepher or Book of the 

Torah to lead us each and every day: 



Yehoshua/Joshua 1:8 “Do not let this Book of 
the Torah depart from your mouth, but you 

shall meditate on it day and night, so that you 
guard to do according to all that is written in 

it. For then you shall make your way 
prosperous, and act wisely.” 

If we do not count, we cannot be cleansed!  
To count means to reflect on where we are 

and repent of our sin. 



The Hebrew word ָספַר saphar (saw-far’)– 
Strong’s H5608 (spelt from right to left is 

with a ָס – samek, ַפ – pey, ר – resh).  

Now, when we see these symbols, as written 
in the ancient pictographic script, we get a 
wonderful picture of what true cleansing 

entails when we ‘count’:  



THE ANCIENT FORM OF WRITING THE WORD 
“COUNT” – SAPHAR! 

   



Samek – ָס: 

The ancient script has this letter pictured as 

 , which is a thorn and has the meanings of 
‘pierce and sharp’ and can also carry the 

meaning of ‘a shield’, as thorn bushes were used 
by shepherds to build a wall to enclose their flock 

in the night against the attack of predators. 
Another meaning would be ‘to grab hold of’ as a 
thorn is a seed that clings to hair and clothing.  



The Word of Elohim is sharper than a doubled edged 
sword and when we find that we do not grab hold of 

His Word and allow His Word to be our shield of 
faith, we may find ourselves being pierced through 
with sin and compromise! Our praise we have for 

our Master is that in Him we are upheld forever, for 
He is the shield of our Help, as He Himself took the 
crown of thorns upon His head, bearing our sin and 
shame that we may be found to be shielded in Him! 
It can also give a meaning of ‘turning’, for it is the 
thorn that turns us away from danger to that which 

is secure.



Pey – ָּפ: 

This is the letter ‘pey’, which is pictured as , 
which is an ‘open mouth’ and carries the meaning 

of ‘speak and blow’, from the functions of the 
mouth, and can have the meaning of ‘scatter’ by 

blowing. It can also mean sword or beard as in 
things with edges, as well as a region in depicting 

a place with edges or boundaries. It also can 
represent that which has been spoken forth from 
the words of one’s mouth, as being established! 



Resh – ר: 

The ancient script has this letter pictured as , 
which is ‘the head of a man’ and carries the 

meaning of ‘top, beginning, first, chief’, as in 
being the top of the body or the head of a tribe and 
the one who rules; and also speaks of possession or 
inheritance that is decided by the chief. Our true 

life of praise unto יהוה(YeHoVah), our Head, begins 
when we fear Him, for He is the beginning of our 
strength, and true separated praise entails a true 

fear of the One who is Chief over us! 



When seeing the construct of this word for 
count in its ancient form we have a clear 

picture of how cleansing entails true 
repentance through being able to correctly 
count! This ancient grouping of letters can 
carry various meanings for us, and in terms 

of being a people who count, we realise that 
this can only be done when we: 

GRAB HOLD OF THE WORD OF THE HEAD! 



This picture, in terms of counting, teaches 
us that our shield and refuge is in our Head 

and Master, who teaches us through His Word 
to number our days and we recognise THAT 
WHEN WE BRING OUR SINS (pictured by the 
thorn) AND CONFESS THEM (open mouth) TO 
 ;OUR MESSIAH (head of a man) (Yeshua)יהושע

THEN HE IS THE ONE WHO CLEANSES US!  



In the message given to the assembly in Sardis, the 
warning that was given to them was that they were 
to wake up and strengthen what remained, and they 

were commanded to watch and repent, with the 
promise for those who overcome being given the 

assurance of their names being retained in the book 
of life: 

Ḥazon/Revelation 3:5 “He who overcomes shall be 
dressed in white robes, and I shall by no means blot 

out his name from the Book of Life, but I shall confess 
his name before My Father and before His 

messengers.”



Verse 7 – Yehuḏah 

Yehuḏah (yeh-hoo-daw' )– יְהּוָדה – Strong’s 
H3063 means ‘praised’. 



Mosheh continues to confirm the blessing 
given to Yehuḏah by Ya’aqoḇ in Berěshith/

Genesis 49, who confirms the establishment 
of leadership from the tribe of Yehuḏah, 
from which the sceptre would not depart 

until Shiloh comes and to whom is the 
obedience of all the peoples – that is 

  .Messiah (Yeshua)יהושע



In one aspect, we also recognise how 
Yehuḏah had, in some way, already become 
estranged from the rest of his brothers, as 

early as: 
Berěshith/Genesis 38:1 “And at that time it 
came to be that Yehuḏah left his brothers, 
and turned aside to a man, an Aḏullamite 

whose name was Ḥirah.” 



And here, in this blessing of Mosheh, we see 
the prophetic call for Yehuḏah to once again 
be joined to his brothers, as we recognise a 
blinding in part has come over Yehuḏah until 

the fullness of the nations is grafted in 
(Romiyim/Romans 11)! 



This blessing is a blessing of unity to come: 
Yeshayahu/Isaiah 11:12-13 “And He shall raise 

a banner for the nations, and gather the 
outcasts of Yisra’ĕl, and assemble the 

dispersed of Yehuḏah from the four corners of 
the earth. 13 And the envy of Ephrayim shall 
turn aside, and the adversaries of Yehuḏah be 
cut off. Ephrayim shall not envy Yehuḏah, and 

Yehuḏah not trouble Ephrayim.” 



Over many centuries we have also seen how 
Elohim has been a help against the enemies 
of Yehuḏah (Jews), helping them overcome 

many oppressors. 



Verse 8-11 – Lĕwi 

Lĕwi (lay-vee' )– לֵוִי – Strong’s H3878 meaning, 
‘joined to’ 

Your Tummim and your Urim: 



Urim (oo-reem')– Strong’s H224 means 
‘lights, illuminations’, and is the plural of אּור 

ur(oor) – Strong’s H217 which actually 
means, ‘a flame, fire, fires, light’ or ‘light 

of fire’.



 Tummim (toom-meem')– Strong’s H8550 ֻּתִּמים
means ‘perfections’, and is the plural of ֹּתם 

tom(tome) – Strong’s H8537, and carries the 
meaning of ‘completeness, prosperity, 

perfect integrity’. 



While there is no evidence to clearly tell us 
what the Urim and Tummim consisted of, be 
it stones or any other substance, what we 
can see is that the High Priest would use 
these in order to get right-ruling and so 
speaks of seeking the perfect truth from 

  .(YeHoVah)יהוה



What is very interesting, and worthy of 
noting, is that the first letter of the word 
 Urim (oo-reem')– Strong’s H224 is the אּוִרים
letter א ‘aleph’, which is the first letter of 
the Hebrew alphabet, and the first letter of 
the word ֻּתִּמים Tummim(toom-meem') is the 
letter ת ‘taw’, which is the last letter of the 

Hebrew alphabet.



Ḥazon/Revelation 1:8 “I am the ‘Aleph’ and 
the ‘Taw’, beginning and end,” says 

 who is and who was and who is“ (YeHoVah)יהוה
to come, the Almighty.” 

Yeshayahu/Isaiah 44:6 “Thus said 
 Sovereign of Yisra’ĕl, and his ,(YeHoVah)יהוה
Redeemer, יהוה(YeHoVah) of hosts, ‘I am the 

First and I am the Last, besides Me there is no 
Elohim.” 



What are the urim and tummim?  
They are the things that illuminate and 

perfect – and it represents: 
THE PERFECT LIGHT 



We know that יהושע(Yeshua) is the Light and He 
was the Perfect Lamb, and so, this represents 

for us our need to hunger and thirst for 
righteousness and be perfect before Elohim, 
for He is perfect and we are called to be the 

salt and light, which we can only be, when we 
seek out His Right-Ruling and walk according to 
that which is to be upon our heart – His Torah 

(notice the positioning of the Urim and 
Tummim in the breastplate – by the heart!!!)



Shemoth/Exodus 28:30 “And into the 
breastplate of right-ruling you shall put the 
Urim and the Tummim, and they shall be on 
the heart of Aharon when he goes in before 
 And Aharon shall bear the .(YeHoVah)יהוה

right-ruling of the children of Yisra’ĕl on his 
heart before יהוה(YeHoVah), continually.” 



Messiah, our perfect light and perfect High 
Priest, bears the right-ruling of Yisra’ĕl 

continually, and as we live in Him, He writes 
His Torah on our hearts and so it is in our 

hearts and mouths that we may do it, as His 
Truth sheds perfect light on all matters!  



This was the office of the priesthood and 
their responsibility – to shed the perfect 

light on all matters through the teaching of 
the Torah, teaching the difference between 
the clean and the unclean, and between the 

set-apart and profane.



Mal’aḵi/Malachi 2:7 “For the lips of a priest 
should guard knowledge, and they seek the 

Torah from his mouth, for he is the messenger 
of יהוה(YeHoVah) of hosts.” 

The Hebrew word אּור ur(oor) – Strong’s H217 
which actually means, ‘a flame, fire, fires, 

light’ or ‘light of fire’, is written in the 
ancient pictographic script, as follows: 

   



Aleph – א: 

This is the letter ‘aleph’, in the ancient script is 

pictured as , ‘the head of an ox’, and 
represents ‘strength’, meaning ‘muscle’ as the 
ox is the strongest of the livestock animals. This 
also carries the meaning of ‘yoke’, as an ox is 
placed in a yoke in order to plough or pull a 

heavy load in the right direction. This can also 
picture for us the ‘red heifer’ sacrifice that 

 !Messiah fulfilled (Yeshua)יהושע



Waw/Vav – ֹו: 

This is the Hebrew letter ‘waw’ or ‘vav’ 
which in the ancient script is pictured as  , 
which is a peg or ‘tent peg’, which was used 
for securing or tying the tent or other items. 

The possibility of it having a Y-shape is to 
show that it prevents the rope from slipping 

off. The root meaning of this letter is ‘to 
add, secure or hook’ as well as ‘bind’. 



Resh – ר: 

The ancient script has this letter as and is 
pictured as ‘the head of a man’ and has the meaning 
of the head of a man as well as ‘chief, top, beginning 
or first’. It has the meaning of ‘top’, as in the top or 
head of a body, and ‘chief’, as in a head of a tribe or 

people; as well as the one who rules the people.  

Every House has a head of the home, and all in the 
House submit to the instructions of the One who is 

head of the home, listening to and obeying the words 
that the Head speaks! 



When we consider these ancient 
pictographic letters that render the word for 
‘light’ we can clearly see a powerful lesson, 

in terms of our Master, the Light of the 
world, giving us the rendering: 

STRENGTH SECURED IN THE HEAD! 


