
Understanding YAH’s Likes and dislikes



When looking at these root terms, it is very clear, 
even in the Greek mind-set, that ‘to believe’ 

involves action and a confident response to the 
one you put your trust in and follow.  

Aḇraham did exactly that – he trusted in and had 
total confidence in the Word of Elohim and obeyed 

it, even while it cost him his land, relatives and 
close family!



Scripture continually presents to us the clear choice of 
worship – either we:  

1) as Aḇraham, ‘believe and do’ all the commands of 
Elohim, in whom we put our trust and therefore realise 
that we shall be blessed by our Creator, Redeemer and 

King; or  
2) we follow a man-driven system of Nimroḏ rooted 

worship that will only lead to destruction, despite the 
seeming short term success in the flesh! Baḇel or 

Yerushalayim, is the clear choice – are you trying to build 
your own way or are you listening to the instructions of 

the Master Builder and following His commands? 



As we walk in the commands, we shall be a blessing 
to many – for we will be bringing them the blessed 

Besorah (Good News). 
Galatiyim/Galatians 3:13-14 “Messiah redeemed us 
from the curse of the Torah, having become a curse 
for us – for it has been written, “Cursed is everyone 

who hangs upon a tree.” 14 in order that the blessing 
of Aḇraham might come upon the nations in Messiah 
 to receive the promise of the Spirit through ,יהושע

belief.” 
“The curse of the Torah” is DEATH!!!  

That is what Messiah redeemed us from! 



From death and not from obedience to the Torah 
itself, but rather, the ‘curse’ (singular) of the 

Torah, which is death – in order that we may be a 
blessing, as the blessing of Aḇraham comes upon 

us, as we receive the Spirit of Truth through 
‘belief’, which is an active and obedient 

expression of our reliance and trust in our Creator 
and Redeemer as marked by our guarding of His 

commands, and by the guarding of the commands, 
we are seen as sons of Aḇraham!



Gen 12:3  “And I shall bless those who bless you, 
and curse him who curses you. And in you all the 

clans of the earth shall be blessed.”



Verse 3 
The promise goes further than just those who 

receive the blessing for obedience, as 
 promises to bless those who bless (YeHoVah)יהוה

Aḇram; while He also says that those who despise 
him, יהוה(YeHoVah) would curse!!! 



The Hebrew root word that is translated as 
‘curses’, as in ‘the one who curses you’, is ָקלַל 

qalal (kaw-lal' )– Strong’s H7043 which means, ‘to 
be light, swift, trifling, cursed, despised’ and 

pictures those who would despise Aḇram for 
walking in the Torah would be ‘cursed’ which is 

the primitive root word אַָרר arar(aw-rar’) – 
Strong’s H779 which means, ‘to curse’.  



The Hebrew root word that is translated as 
‘blessed’ is ָּבַרְך baraḵ (baw-rak' )– Strong’s H1288 
which means, ‘to kneel, bless, abundantly bless’ 

and literally carries the meaning, ‘to kneel or bow 
down, to show respect, to bring a gift to another 

while kneeling out of respect’.



What is being set before us, is the following:  

1) either the abundant blessing and shalom of 
  or (YeHoVah)יהוה

2) the absence or reversal thereof!!! 

This promise to Aḇram, is significant in the great 
protection and provision of Elohim, toward Aḇram 

and his descendants forever!  



This word that יהוה(YeHoVah) said: that He would 
curse those who cursed Aḇraham, goes further 
than simply cursing him, as it emphasises that 

those who actually despise Aḇram shall be cursed.  
Now, to despise someone may not necessarily be 
evident in a physical cursing, but is clear in the 

disregard for the respect that needs to be shown! 



We see this root word ָקלַל qalal (kaw-lal' )– 
Strong’s H7043 being used in the following verse 

and is translated as ‘despised’: 

Shemuʼěl Aleph/1 Samuel 2:30 “Therefore יהוה 
Elohim of Yisra’ĕl declares, ‘I said indeed that 
your house and the house of your father would 
walk before Me forever.’ But now יהוה declares, 
‘Far be it from Me, for those who highly esteem 

Me I highly esteem, and those who despise Me are 
lightly esteemed.” 



The word ‘despised’, is explained in the Merriam 
Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary as: ‘to look down 

on with contempt or aversion; to regard as 
negligible, worthless, or distasteful’, and herein 
lies a very severe warning to those who regard the 
Torah as negligible, worthless or distasteful, and 

treat with contempt the Name of יהוה(YeHoVah). 



In Hebrew there is another word that is also 
translated as ‘despised’, which helps us better 

understand the severe warning of taking the Name 
of יהוה(YeHoVah) lightly, and it is seen in the 

following verse: 
Yeshayahu/Isaiah 52:5 “And now, what have I here,” 
declares יהוה, “that My people are taken away for 

naught? Those who rule over them make them 
wail,” declares יהוה, “and My Name is despised all 

day continually.” 



The Hebrew word that is translated here as 
‘despised’ comes from the root word נָאַץ na‘ats 

(naw-ats’)– Strong’s H5006 and means, ‘to spurn, 
treat with contempt, blaspheme, scorn’, and it is 

used in: 
Tehillah/Psalm 10:13 “Why do the wrong scorn 

Elohim? He has said in his heart, “It is not 
required.”



Those who disregard the commands of Elohim, 
blaspheme Him – especially when they say regarding 

the Torah, ‘it is not required’!  
Another very well-known verse in which we find 

another Hebrew word that is translated as ‘despised’ 
is seen in: 

Mal’aḵi/Malachi 1:6 “A son esteems his father, and a 
servant his master. And if I am the Father, where is My 
esteem? And if I am a Master, where is My fear? said 
 of hosts to you priests who despise My Name. But יהוה

you asked, ‘In what way have we despised Your 
Name?’”



The Hebrew root word that is used twice for 
‘despised’, in this above verse, is ָּבזָה bazah(baw-
zaw' ) – Strong’s H959 which means, ‘to despise, 

despicable, contempt, careless, to be vile, 
worthless’.  

The reason I am sharing these various words here, 
is so that we can, in our English understanding, 

get a clearer message, as to what it truly means to 
despise Elohim, His Name and His Covenant that 

He made with our father, Aḇraham! 



In the Hebrew language, there are well over 
double the amount of words than that which is in 

the English language and hence the reason that we 
find various words being translated from Hebrew 

into the same English word, and this further 
emphasises for us the fuller understanding of what 
the Hebrew text is teaching us, on a deeper and 

more meaningful level! 



In the above verse from Mal’aḵi/Malachi, the 
answer to the question of how they were despising 
the Name of יהוה(YeHoVah) is given in the next verse: 

Mal’aḵi/Malachi 1:7 “You are presenting defiled 
food on My altar. But you asked, ‘In what way have 
we defiled You?’ Because you say, ‘The table of יהוה 

is despicable.’” 



This rebuke, of how they were presenting defiled 
food and calling the table of יהוה(YeHoVah) 

despicable, is a clear rebuke as to how they were 
despising the Feasts of יהוה(YeHoVah), and 

contaminating their worship through a corrupt mix 
of pagan rooted sun-worship practices that had 

caused their festivals to become defiled and 
unclean before the eyes of Elohim, as they showed 

no regard for the true Table of יהוה(YeHoVah).  



In today’s terms, we also see this vivid display of 
many who say the table of יהוה(YeHoVah) is 

despicable, simply by their refusal to keep the 
Feast of Pěsaḥ/Passover and Matzot/Unleavened 

Bread, while they continue in bringing defiled and 
abominable worship, in the form of the pagan 

feast of Easter/Ishtar, before the face of Elohim.  



Many people may try to claim that they are 
worshipping Elohim, when they observe falsified 

sun-worship feasts, and ‘present defiled food’, so 
to speak, as they eat yeast products during a feast 

where no leaven is commanded, which actually 
renders their attempt at worship as null and void 

and, of course, abominable!!!  



Hot cross buns and all the Easter eggs are ‘defiled’ 
food, and when confronted about this, most 

Christians will refuse to hear the truth and will, by 
their actions of disobedience, call the True Feast 

of Pěsaḥ/Passover and 7 days of Unleavened 
Bread/Matzot despicable, which is a word that 

also comes from the root word ָּבזָה bazah! 



In this clear message, given to Aḇram in verse 3, 
we are given the picture of the dangers of 

‘despising’ the Name of our Heavenly Father, 
 of Hosts, along with the dangers of (YeHoVah)יהוה
defiling the set-apart worship that we are called 

to do and to live by, and the danger of any 
compromise that may express, through defiled 

actions, that the table of יהוה(YeHoVah) is 
rendered despicable!!!  



Anyone who defiles or despises the Name of 
 as well as anyone who despises His ,(YeHoVah)יהוה
Feasts, shall be cursed by יהוה(YeHoVah). Deḇarim/
Deuteronomy 27 & 28 are chapters that lay out for 

us a very clear list of ‘curses’ that will come upon us 
as a result of disobedience! 

In recognising Aḇram as the father of our faith in 
 we are also reminded of the words of ,(YeHoVah)יהוה
Messiah, who called the hypocritical Pharisees, who 
claimed to be sons of Aḇraham, sons of the devil: 



Yoḥanan/John 8:39 “They answered and said to 
Him, “Aḇraham is our father.” יהושע said to them, 
“If you were Aḇraham’s children, you would do the 

works of Aḇraham.” 
So many may claim to be the children of Aḇraham 

today, yet their wicked works, and continual 
‘despising’ of the needed obedience of walking 

according to the Torah, simply reveal that they are 
not: 



Yoḥanan/John 8:44 “You are of your father the devil, 
and the desires of your father you wish to do. He was 
a murderer from the beginning, and has not stood in 
the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he 
speaks the lie, he speaks of his own, for he is a liar 

and the father of it.” 
Therefore, the warning is very clear for us today – to 
‘despise’ Aḇram is to despise the loving-commitment 

of walking in the righteousness of the Torah and 
obeying all that יהוה(YeHoVah) has commanded us, His 

children! 



Cursed or blessed? 
The promise given to Aḇraham by יהוה(YeHoVah), 

was that He would ‘bless those who bless Aḇraham’!  
We ‘bless Aḇraham’ by walking as he walked and 
therefore, walk in obedience to the commands of 

Elohim and we know from Scripture that 
 blesses the righteous and protects (YeHoVah)יהוה

them from harm and any curse that the enemy may 
try to bring against the righteous: 



Tehillah/Psalm 5:12 “For You bless the righteous, 
O יהוה; You surround him with favour as with a 

shield.” 
In this powerful melody of praise unto Elohim, 
Dawiḏ knew that he could boldly come to the 

throne of Elohim and seek favour in his time of 
distress, with the full assurance that his prayers 
would be heard; and that through his diligent 

seeking of, and loving, יהוה(YeHoVah) with all his 
heart that he would experience the true blessing 

and protection of Elohim, for: 



 BLESSES THE (YeHoVah)יהוה
RIGHTEOUS AND SURROUNDS 

THEM WITH FAVOUR! 



The Hebrew word that is translated as ‘You bless’ 
is comes from the root word ָּבַרְך baraḵ – Strong’s 

H1288 and means, ‘to abundantly bless’ and 
literally carries the meaning, ‘to kneel or bow 

down, to show respect, to bring a gift to another 
while kneeling out of respect’. 



The ancient pictographic script has the Hebrew 
word for bless – ָּבַרְך baraḵ – Strong’s H1288 

pictured as: 

   



Beyt – ָּב:  

The ancient script has this letter as , which 
pictures a tent floor plan and means, ‘house’ or 

‘tent’. It represents family and the importance of 
those who are inside the tent as opposed to the 

tent structure itself. 



Resh – ַר: 

The ancient pictographic script has this letter 
pictured as , which is ‘the head of a man’ and 

carries the meaning of ‘top, beginning, first, 
chief’, as in being the top of the body or the head 
of a tribe and the one who rules; and also speaks 
of possession or inheritance that is decided by the 

chief. 



Kaph – ְך: 

The ancient pictographic script has this letter 
pictured as –  – which is a picture of an open 
palm of a hand and can symbolise that to which 

submission is given – ‘under the hand’ 



From the pictographic rendering of this word we 
are able to clearly see who it is who blesses us –  

THE HOUSE/ASSEMBLY OF ELOHIM IS BLESSED AS 
THE HEAD/CHIEF, COMES DOWN AND EXTENDS 
HIS OPEN AND REVEALED HAND TO HIS OWN! 



Our Mighty Master and Elohim came down to bless 
us and redeem us from all lawlessness!  

That is more than enough reason for us to respond 
positively to the call to rejoice, shout for joy and 
exult in יהושע Messiah, our Master, Elohim, Saviour 

and King! 

  BLESSES THE RIGHTEOUS (YeHoVah)יהוה

AND SURROUNDS THEM WITH FAVOUR! 

In other words: THE HEAD OF THE HOUSE HAS 
SHOWN HIS HAND – what a blessing!!! 



 blesses us and gives us wonderful (YeHoVah)יהוה
gifts, and we are expected to bear fruit and use 

those gifts; not for self, but for the building up of 
the body; and we have a responsibility to increase 
and multiply (be fruitful), as we go and sow the 
Besorah of Messiah, labouring in love as we give 

our all in total surrendered obedience to Him who 
has blessed us in every way. 



Eph’siyim/Ephesians 1:3 “Blessed be the Elohim 
and Father of our Master יהושע Messiah, who has 

blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the 
heavenlies in Messiah” 

All of His commands are blessings that open the 
doors for us to become abundantly fruitful and 

able to sow seeds of His Besorah (Good News) and 
Truth. 



As we carefully consider this Truth and meditate 
on this very powerful prayer of protection, that 

was done with the playing of flutes, let us do our 
utmost to be found to be diligently guarding 

righteousness at all times! 
Mishlĕ/Proverbs 2:20 “So walk in the way of 

goodness, and guard the paths of righteousness.” 
Tehillah/Psalm 106:3 “Blessed are those who 
guard right-ruling, who do righteousness at all 

times!” 



In terms of a blessing that we as ‘children of 
Aḇraham’ receive, it seems fitting to recap, on 
how the children of Yisra’ĕl were to be blessed, 
according to the instructions given to Mosheh, 
which he was to speak to Aharon and his sons, 

which we find in  



Bemiḏbar/Number 6:22-27 “And יהוה(YeHoVah) 
spoke to Mosheh, saying, 23 “Speak to Aharon and 

his sons, saying, ‘This is how you bless the 
children of Yisra’ĕl. Say to them: 24 

 bless you and guard you; 25 (YeHoVah)יהוה“
 make His face shine upon you, and (YeHoVah)יהוה
show favour to you; 26 יהוה(YeHoVah) lift up His 
face upon you, and give you peace.”’ 27 “Thus 

they shall put My Name on the children of Yisra’ĕl, 
and I Myself shall bless them.” 



THE PRIESTLY BLESSING 
 spoke to Mosheh and told him (YeHoVah)יהוה

to tell Aharon how he was to bless the 
children of Yisra’ĕl, and by this יהוה(YeHoVah) 

would put His Name on us as He Himself 
would bless us.  

In the Hebrew text, this blessing it is written 
as follows: 



 
This can be transliterated as: 

Yeḇareḵ’ḵa YeHoVah veyishmereḵa 
Ya’er YeHoVah panav eyleyḵa viyḥunne’ḵa 

Yissa YeHoVah panav eyleyḵa veyasem 
leḵa shalom



Let us take a closer look at the words of this 
‘blessing’ and get a further understanding to it 

powerful meaning: 
1 – BLESS – is the Hebrew word – ָּבַרְך baraḵ(baw-
rak’)  – Strong’s H1288 and means, ‘to abundantly 
bless’ and literally carries the meaning, ‘to kneel 
or bow down, to show respect, to bring a gift to 

another while kneeling out of respect’.  



2 – GUARD/KEEP – in the Hebrew is ָׁשַמר 
shamar(shaw-mar’) – Strong’s H8104 – ‘keep 

watch, preserve, guard, protect’. 
3 – FACE – comes from the root word – ּפָנִים 

paniym(pen-ee’-maw)  or ּפָנֶה paneh – Strong’s 
6441 – ‘face, faces, appearance, presence’ and 

can also carry the understanding of the presence 
or wholeness of being. 



4 – SHINE – אֹור ‘or’(ore)  – Strong’s H215 – ‘light 
(noun) and give light or shine (verb) – bring 

illumination’. 
5 – FAVOUR – ָחנַן ḥanan(khaw-nan’)  – Strong’s 
H2603 – ‘merciful, favour’ and also carries the 

meaning of providing protection. 



6 – GIVE –ׂשּום suwm(soom)  – Strong’s H7760 – ‘to 
put, to place, to set; set down in a fixed and 

arranged place’ 
7 – PEACE – ָׁשלֹום shalom(shaw-lome’)  – Strong’s 
H7965 – ‘wholeness, completeness, soundness, 
welfare, peace, health, prosperity, well-being, 

safety, protection’, and comess from the primitive 
root ָׁשלֵם shalem(shaw-lam’)  – Strong’s H7999 

which means, ‘to be complete or sound, 
rewarded, make full restitution’. 



7 powerful words that are contained in this 
blessing as commanded by יהוה(YeHoVah) that not 
only blesses us and puts His Name upon us, but 

also wonderfully expresses His marvellous love and 
compassion for us and what He does for us through 
His blessing us as He in a sense has ‘bowed down/ 
come down and given us the gift of life through 
His own as he promises to guard and protect us 

and keep us safe in Him.  



This blessing in light of the understanding of the 
meaning of these 7 words could be expresses in 

English as follows: 



 WILL KNEEL BEFORE YOU (YeHoVah)יהוה
PRESENTING GIFTS AND WILL GUARD YOU WITH A 

HEDGE OF PROTECTION.  
 WILL ILLUMINATE THE WHOLENESS (YeHoVah)יהוה
OF HIS BEING TOWARD YOU BRINGING ORDER AND 

HE WILL BEAUTIFY YOU.  
 WILL LIFT UP HIS WHOLENESS OF (YeHoVah)יהוה
BEING AND LOOK UPON YOU AND HE WILL SET IN 

PLACE ALL YOU NEED TO BE WHOLE AND 
COMPLETE. 



Gen 12:4  So Abram departed, as the LORD had 
spoken unto him; and Lot went with him: and 
Abram was seventy and five years old when he 

departed out of Haran. 

verseid:1.12.4


Verse 4 
Aḇram was 75 years old when he left Ḥaran!  

This is a powerful example for us to show that no 
one is too old to change! 

Aḇraham did not use any excuses or try to give any 
reason why he could not go at the command of 

Elohim, even though he did not even know where 
he was going to!!! 


