
Understanding YAH’s Likes and dislikes



Torah: Numbers 25:9 – 30:1 
Haftarah: I Kings 18:46 – 19:1 

#41 Pin’has (ִּפינְָחס)— Hebrew for 
“Phinehas,”Strong’s H6372 

which means, ‘mouth of brass’



TOPICS IN THE PARSHA 
THIS WEEKS TORAH PARASHAT  

#41 Pin’has (ּפִינְָחס)— Hebrew for “Phinehas,”
Strong’s H6372 which means, ‘mouth of brass’ 
Chapter 25-26)The story of the son of the High-
Priest Pinchas and the recounting of an updated 

census



TOPICS IN THE PARSHA 
THIS WEEKS TORAH PARASHAT  

#41 Pin’has (ּפִינְָחס)— Hebrew for “Phinehas,”
Strong’s H6372 which means, ‘mouth of brass’ 

Chapter 27)Moshe told he would die and to annoint 
Y’hoshua 



TOPICS IN THE PARSHA 
THIS WEEKS TORAH PARASHAT  

#41 Pin’has (ּפִינְָחס)— Hebrew for “Phinehas,”
Strong’s H6372 which means, ‘mouth of brass’ 

Chapter 28-29)The designated timings of YeHoVah



Baal Worship at Peor 
Num 25:1   And Yisra’ěl dwelt in Shittim, and the 

people began to whore with the daughters of 
Mo’aḇ, 

Num 25:2  and they invited the people to the 
slaughterings of their mighty ones, and the people 

ate and bowed down to their mighty ones.



Num 25:3  Thus Yisra’ěl was joined to Ba‛al Pe‛or, 
and the displeasure of יהוה burned against Yisra’ěl. 
Num 25:4  And יהוה said to Mosheh, “Take all the 
leaders of the people and hang them up before 

 before the sun, so that the burning ,יהוה
displeasure of יהוה turns away from Yisra’ěl.”



Num 25:5  And Mosheh said to the judges of 
Yisra’ěl, “Each one of you kill his men who were 

joined to Ba‛al Pe‛or.” 
Num 25:6  And see, one of the children of Yisra’ěl 

came and brought to his brothers a Miḏyanite 
woman before the eyes of Mosheh and before the 

eyes of all the congregation of the children of 
Yisra’ěl, who were weeping at the door of the Tent 

of Appointment.



Num 25:7  And when Pineḥas, son of El‛azar, son of 
Aharon the priest, saw it, he rose up from among 

the congregation and took a spear in his hand, 
Num 25:8  and he went after the man of Yisra’ěl 

into the tent and thrust both of them through, the 
man of Yisra’ěl, and the woman through her belly. 

Thus the plague among the children of Yisra’ěl 
came to a stop. 

Num 25:9  And those who died in the plague were 
twenty-four thousand. 



Yisra’ĕl dwelt in Shittim – ִׁשִּטים – Strong’s H7851 
which means, ‘place of acacias’ and it was here 

where they began to whore with the daughters of 
Mo’aḇ. Instead of being on their guard, they got too 
relaxed and this ‘place of acacias’ and slacked off. 
You would think that by now, that after all they had 
been through, all the victories they had won and all 
the disciplining that had gone on that they would 
have been more on their guard to not whore with 

foreign nations and especially Mo’aḇ. 



Qorintiyim Aleph/1Corinthians 10:8 “Neither 
should we commit whoring, as some of them did, 

and in one day twenty-three thousand fell” 
They were enticed by the women of Mo’aḇ – this is 
how the enemy is so very deceiving – through the 
lust of the flesh and Balaq sent his finest women 

to lure the men of Yisra’ĕl in to joining them. 
The enemy’s motto is ‘if you cannot beat them 
join them’ and this was his plan to subdue this 

great nation. 



The word for whore is זָנָה zanah – Strong’s H2181 
meaning, ‘to commit fornication, to be a harlot, 

commit adultery, play the harlot’. 
‘Playing the harlot’ can also be a term used to 

render being ‘spiritually unfaithful’ to יהוה, which 
is exactly what they were doing here! 

How is that for a response to His blessing!!! 



I think that it is the same for some naysayer  
today, who do not realise the great blessings we 
have in Messiah and too many take it for granted 
and end up ‘playing the harlot’ with the world 

that so easily lures them away, because they are 
found to be at a place of thinking that they have 
arrived and relax in their ability to be watchful 
and obedient. They were endangering their lives 

by befriending the world:



Ya’aqoḇ/James 4:3-4 “You ask and do not receive, 
because you ask evilly, in order to spend it on your 

pleasures. 4 Adulterers and adulteresses! Do you not 
know that friendship with the world is enmity with 
Elohim? Whoever therefore intends to be a friend of 

the world makes himself an enemy of Elohim.” 
At Mount Sinai we were told to not do this, yet we 
must constantly be on our guard against the luring 

tactics of the enemy, and when we think that there is 
no way that these kind of tricks and whoring tactics 

can catch us then we had better be doubly alert: 



Qorintiyim Aleph/1 Corinthians 10:12 “so that he who 
thinks he stands, let him take heed lest he fall.” 

Yisra’ĕl went and ate with Mo’aḇ at the slaughterings 
of their mighty ones, when this is strictly forbidden. 

We are told that we have the Appointed Times to 
come and Feast as a body together in Messiah and we 

also partake in the Pěsaḥ Meal which gives us our 
identity and seal in Him; and therefore, we cannot be 
found keeping other pagan rooted feasts as well such 
as Christmas and Easter which is nothing more that 

feast at the table of demons: 



Qorintiyim Aleph/1 Corinthians 10:16-22 “The cup 
of blessing which we bless, is it not a sharing in 

the blood of Messiah? The bread that we break, is 
it not a sharing in the body of Messiah? 17 Because 

there is one bread, we, who are many, are one 
body, for we all partake of the one bread. 18 Look 
at Yisra’ĕl after the flesh: Are not those who eat 

of the offerings sharers in the altar? 19 What then 
do I say? That an idol is of any value? Or that 

which is offered to idols is of any value?



20 No, but what the gentiles offer they offer to 
demons and not to Elohim, and I do not wish you 
to become sharers with demons. 21 You are not 

able to drink the cup of the Master and the cup of 
demons, you are not able to partake of the table 
of the Master and of the table of demons. 22 Do 

we provoke the Master to jealousy? Are we 
stronger than He?”



This is a very serious warning, as we cannot allow 
ourselves to be lured into keeping the traditional 
pagan feasts of Christmas and Easter with other 

family members for the sake of ‘peace’ – we must 
flee such whoring and the ‘playing the harlot’ so 

to speak – we do not want be sharers with demons 
– because that is who these feasts are offering up 

to – not Elohim! 



Ba’al Peʽor was a Mo’aḇite ‘mighty one’, which 
service included sexually immoral acts. 

The name Ba’al means ‘husband, land owner’ and 
its general meaning and term as used in pagan 
idolatry and worship is ‘lord’, which may be a 

little shocking to you if you have never realised 
this – the term lord is an inherited term from 
pagan worship used for thousands of years. 



Peʽor – Strong’s H6465 was the name of a 
mountain in Moab. 

This name comes from the word ּפָעַר ‘pa’ar’ – 
Strong’s H6473 which is a verb meaning ‘open 

wide’ and so in essence Ba’al Peʽor can be 
accurately rendered as ‘lord of the opening’ or 

the ‘lord that opens wide’. 



We know that יהושע says that wide is the way that 
leads to destruction and many find it!!! 

The occurrences of this verb ‘pa’ar’, to ‘open 
wide’, indicate adjunction with the strong passion 
or feeling, usually not very positive and described 
the wide opening of the mouth, hence alluding to 

other body cavities! 



Hoshěa remarks on the Ba’al Peʽor event (Hoshěa 
9:10) and it is clear that the Yisra’ĕlites defiled 

themselves with abundant fornication and sexual 
perversion as the Ba’al worship rites were 

celebrated by the grossest obscenity. 
So, here we can translate that being joined to Ba’al 

Peʽor meant being led on the wide path of 
destruction. 

We are to be the joined body of Messiah – joined to 
Messiah יהושע – being led in His narrow way! 



Hos 9:10  “I found Yisra’ěl like grapes in the 
wilderness. I saw your fathers as the first-fruits on 
the fig tree in its beginning. They themselves have 
gone to Ba‛al Pe‛or, and separated themselves to 
shame, and became as abominable as that which 

they loved.



In essence, Ba’al worship is giving free reign to the 
carnal nature, which is the flesh, and is expressed 

in gluttony, drunkenness and sexual acts. This 
form of pagan worship comes from ancient 

Baḇelon as the worship of Nimroḏ was started by 
Semiramis, known as the Queen of heaven or 
Ishtar, today known as ‘Easter’ – who was the 

pagan goddess of fertility and mother of Tammuz, 
the worshipped son of Ba’al who would be reborn 

every year on December 25th.



You see, celebrating these pagan festivals, under the misguided lie 
of worship unto יהושע, is in fact a way people today are engaging in 

Ba’al worship!!! 
By simply ‘eating’ or partaking in these pagan feasts, Sha’ul tells us 
that by doing this one become ‘joined’ to the foreign mighty one: 

Qorintiyim Aleph/1 Corinthians 6:15-18 “Do you not know that your 
bodies are members of Messiah? Shall I then take the members of 
Messiah and make them members of a whore? Let it not be! 16 Or 
do you not know that he who is joined to a whore is one body? For 

He says, “The two shall become one flesh.” 17 And he who is joined 
to the Master is one spirit. 18 Flee whoring. Every sin that a man 

does is outside the body, but he who commits whoring sins against 
his own body.” 



By ‘joining’ ourselves to foreign pagan rooted worship 
practices and feasts will put us at war with Elohim, 

for He is a Jealous Elohim and we dare not ‘cheat’ on 
Him! 

 tells Mosheh to take all the leaders of the people יהוה
and hang them!!! 

This might sound like a very extreme measure but 
these leaders were not leading as they should and had 
not guarded the charge of staying faithful to יהוה, and 

this kind of leadership needed to be made an 
example of. 



This was a death sentence on those who brought 
into the camp a mighty one that Yisra’ĕl had never 

known and they were warned not to whore and 
follow the mighty one’s of other nations! 

The judges were instructed to kill the men who 
had joined themselves to Baʽal Peʽor. 

Just as this instruction was given one of the 
Yisra’ĕlite men brought in a Miḏyanite women 
before Mosheh and before all those who were 

weeping at the door of the Tent of Appointment. 



There wasn’t even any ‘secrecy’ to their whoring – 
it was out in the open for all to see. 

They had not only committed sexual acts of sin on 
the altars of Ba’al but now they had brought this 
sin into the Dwelling Palace of יהוה. This was no 
ordinary prostitute as she was the daughter of a 

head in the people of Miḏyan, just like Izeḇel and 
this is not to be tolerated in Yisra’ĕl. 



This called for some bold courage to stand up and put 
this idolatry and sexual sin to death, and this is where 
we see Pineḥas, the grandson of Aharon stand up and 
take some much-needed action; and by his actions יהוה 
caused the plague of death to stop, which had taken 

24 000 people! 
The name of this brave priest was ּפִינְָחס Pineḥas – 

Strong’s H6372 which means, ‘mouth of brass’; and 
he certainly lived up to his name, taking no nonsense 

as he took a spear in his hand and thrust the spear 
through both of those who were whoring in the camp! 



In fact, he thrust the spear through the belly of 
the woman – that is her ֵקָבה qeḇah – Strong’s 
H6896 which means, ‘stomach or belly of a 

woman’. 
In essence, we see here that Pineḥas thrust the 
spear through her reproductive organs and so, in 
effect, was putting to death the sin of adultery 

and the curse that comes with it, by thrusting the 
spear through the very part of a woman where the 

seed of life would come forth! 



This word for belly comes from the root word ָקַבב 
qaḇaḇ – Strong’s H6985 meaning, ‘to utter a curse 

against, curse, blaspheme’. 
This just strengthens the very bold act of Pineḥas, 

as he put to death any curse or blasphemy that was 
uttered against Yisra’ĕl and while we saw that 

Bilʽam could not curse Yisra’ĕl as Balaq wanted, the 
cursing came another way – through the mode of 
luring the men away to whoring, and this Pineḥas 

stood up against this whoring and acted in complete 
righteousness when no one else would. 



Num 25:10  And יהוה spoke to Mosheh, saying, 
Num 25:11  “Pineḥas, son of El‛azar, son of Aharon 

the priest, has turned back My wrath from the 
children of Yisra’ěl, because he was ardent with 

My ardour in their midst, so that I did not consume 
the children of Yisra’ěl in My ardour. 

Num 25:12  “Therefore say, ‘See, I am giving him 
My covenant of peace,



Num 25:13  and it shall be to him and to his seed 
after him a covenant of an everlasting priesthood, 
because he was ardent for his Elohim, and made 

atonement for the children of Yisra’ěl.’ ” 
Num 25:14  And the name of the man of Yisra’ěl 

who was struck, who was struck with the 
Miḏyanite woman, was Zimri, son of Salu, a leader 

of a father’s house among the Shim‛onites.



Num 25:15  And the name of the Miḏyanite woman 
who was struck was Kozbi the daughter of Tsur. He 

was head of the people of a father’s house in 
Miḏyan. 

Num 25:16  And יהוה spoke to Mosheh, saying, 
Num 25:17  “Distress the Miḏyanites! And you shall 

strike them,



Num 25:18  for they distressed you with their 
tricks with which they deceived you in the matter 
of Pe‛or and in the matter of Kozbi, the daughter 
of a leader of Miḏyan, their sister, who was struck 

in the day of the plague because of Pe‛or.”



We begin this week’s portion, which is named after 
Pineḥas, by seeing how this ardent one receives a 

great commendation from יהוה, as it was by his brave 
actions that he turned back the wrath of יהוה from 
Yisra’ĕl, so that they were not utterly consumed, 

after 24 000 had already died in the plague! 
Pineḥas is commended for being ‘ardent’, and the 

word, in Hebrew, that is translated here as 
‘ardent’, comes from the root word ָקנָא qanah – 
Strong’s H7065 which has the meaning, ‘to be 

jealous or zealous, ardour, zeal’.  



It also carries the meaning of becoming intensely 
red in the face, caused by a deep emotion! 
This word expresses an understanding of ‘an 

intense passion and zeal’ that is shown in one’s 
pursuit of something or someone, revealing a very 
high level of dedication and commitment to what 

one is called to! 
This is a very powerful picture of a ‘burning 

passion’ for the truth that we see being carried 
out very effectively by Pineḥas. 



This word is also translated, at times in Scripture, 
into English as ‘envy’ and is used in a negative 

sense too, in carrying the understanding to not be 
‘zealous’ for that which is not yours and not be 

zealous to go after ways that are not in line with 
the righteous standards of the Torah! 

Mishlĕ/Proverbs 3:31 “Do not envy a cruel man, 
and choose none of his ways” 

Mishlĕ/Proverbs 3:17 “Do not let your heart envy 
sinners, but be in the fear of יהוה all day long” 



The Hebrew root word used here in these two 
verses from Mishlĕ/Proverbs for ‘envy’ is ָקנָא 

qanah – Strong’s H7065 meaning, ‘to be jealous 
or zealous, be envious, ardent’. 

It is written in the ‘piel’ tense which indicates the 
expression of an intensive or intentional action! 
It is the same word used to describe Pineḥas who 

was ardent/zealous for יהוה and rose up and took a 
stand against the whoring of Yisra’ĕl! 



This word, as we can see, can have a dual meaning, 
depending on where your focus is on and on what your eyes 

are looking at! 
Our eyes are to be on יהוה and His Torah, which is to be the 

‘apple of our eye’ (Tehillah/Psalm 7:2) as we guard his 
commands so that we live, and in doing so we can be 

like Pineḥas and Ěliyahu who expressed great zeal for יהוה, or 
if our eyes are turned away from the Truth, for a split 

second, and focused on the things of the flesh that do not 
satisfy, we are in danger of becoming extremely envious of 
what others have and in doing so, find our feet in a slippery 

place! 



The wrong ‘envy’ can cause you to make irrational 
choices instead of waiting on יהוה, and in Berěshith/

Genesis we see a picture of Yosĕph’s brothers 
exercising envy in a negative sense: 

Berěshith/Genesis 37:11 “And his brothers envied 
him, but his father guarded the word.” 

Envy for or towards others, as opposed to a positive 
zeal toward Elohim, will cause one’s life to rot away: 
Mishlĕ/Proverbs 14:30 “A healthy heart is life to the 

body, but envy is rottenness to the bones.” 



Galatiyim/Galatians 5:21 “envy, murders, drunkenness, 
wild parties, and the like – of which I forewarn you, even 

as I also said before, that those who practise such as 
these shall not inherit the reign of Elohim.” 

So, while we see this same root word being used in 
describing a passion or zeal that is good versus that 
which is not, we can better explain it as follows: 
To ‘envy’ something or someone or some ways as 

opposed to being zealous for something, someone or the 
need to follow in those ways is a difference between 

what is rightfully yours to be zealous for and what is not! 


