Feast of Purim
Sto ry of Esther
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V i Elohim is not mentioned in the Book of
 Esther even once. But Esther was clear
that in this Particular situation, a
I'ucavcnly response was needed for an

| carthlg situation. Esther needed
. direction. When we need Elohim’s grace,

s

Fasting and prayer opens the Portals for

f
spiri’cual grow’ch, removes distractions

and Placcs us on a Path to humili’cg.
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CHAPTER 4:1-17
ESTHER'S MISSION
BECOMES CLEAR
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| Mordechai tears his clothes and

Puts on sackcloth and ashcs as a

i
|

sugn of Publlc mourning, Mordechau
sencls a copy of the decree to F_:sthcr

, and asks her to intercede with the

;
.‘

king.




Esther rcplics that to aPProacl'r the

king without being summoned is to

risk death. Mordechai tells her that
she has no choice. Esther tells

-; Mordechai to ask the Jews to fast
and pray for three clags before she
will aPProach the king.
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I When Mordecai Pcrccivecl all that was
done, Mordecai rent his clothes, and
put on sackcloth with ashcs) and went
out into the midst of the city, and cried
with a loud and a bitter cry;

2 And came even before the king‘s gatc:
for none might enter into the king's gate
clothed with sackcloth.
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% And in every Province,
whithersoever the king‘s
commandment and his decree
came, there was great mourning
among the Jews, and Fasting, and
weePing, and wailing; and many |39

in sackcloth and ashes.
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| 4 S0 Esther's maids and her chamberlains

came and told it her. Then was the queen
cxcccclinglg gﬁevccl; and she sent raiment
to clothe Mordecai, and to take away his

sackcloth from him: but he received it not.

5 Then called Esther for Hatach, one of
the king‘s chamberlains, whom he had
aPPointccl to attend upon her, and gave
him a commandment to Mordecai, to know

what it was, and why it was.
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6 So Hatach went forth to Mordecai
unto the street of the city, which was
before the king‘s gate.

7 And Mordecai told him of all that had
happcncd unto him, and of the sum of
the money that Haman had Promisccl
to pay to the king‘s treasuries for the

Jews, to destrog them.
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8 Also he gave him the copy of the writing of the
decree that was gjiven at Shushan to destr09
them) to shew it unto E‘.sthcr, and to declare it
unto her, and to charge her that she should go
in unto the king to make suPPIication unto him,
and to make request before him for her People‘

9 And Hatach came and told Esther the words

of Mordecai.

10 Again Esther spake unto Hatach, and gave

him commandment unto Mordecai;
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1 All the king‘s servants, and the Pcoplc of
the king‘s Provinccs’ do know, that
whosocvcr, whether man or woman, shall
come unto the king into the inner court,
who is not called, there is one law of his to
put him to death, except such to whom the
king shall hold out the goldcn sceptre, that
he may live: but I have not been called to

come in unto the |<ing these thirtg dags.
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12 And thcg told to Mordecai

Esther's words.

1% Then Mordecai commanded to
answer Esther, Think not with
thgschc that thou shalt escape in the

king‘s house, more than all the Jews.




14 For if thou altogether holdest thg
peace at this time, then shall there
cnlargement and deliverance arise to the
Jews from another Placc; but thou and
thg father's house shall be destroyed:
and who knoweth whether thou art come
to the kingdom for such a time as this?

15 Then Esther bade them return

Mordecai this answer,
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16 Go, gather togcther all the Jews that are
present In Shushan, and fast ye for me, and

neither eat nor drink three clays, night or day: |

also and my maidens will fast likewise; and so
will | g0 in unto the king, which is not according
to the law: and if | Perish, | Pcrish.

17 So Mordecai went his way, and did according
to all that Esther had commanded him.
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Esther was wi"ing to die to
save her Peol:)!e. Sometimes
we must stand in courage,

even when it is not Popular

to do so, and risk it all.
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CHAPTER 5: 1-14
ESTHER'S STRATEQGY,
HAMAN'S FURY
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King Achashverosh receives Esther
and grants her virtua"9 any
request. Esther’s request: that the
|<ing and Hamanjoin her at a
bancluet. After the banquet, Haman
sees Mordechai who once again
refuses to bow. When Zcresh,
Haman's wife, suggests that

Mordechai be hung, the ga"ows are
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| Now it came to pass on the third
dag, that Esther Put on her r09a|
aPParel, and stood in the inner
court of the king‘s house, over
against the king‘s house: and the
king sat upon his royal throne in
the rogal house, over against the

gatc of the house.
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2 And it was so, when the king saw Esther the
queen standing in the court, that she obtained
favour in his sight: and the king held out to
Esther the go|clen sceptre that was in his hand.
So Esther drew near, and touched the toP of
the sceptre‘

3 Then said the |<ing unto her, What wilt thou,
queen Esther? and what is thg request? it shall
be even given thee to the half of the kingdom.
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4 And Esther answered, If it seem goocl
unto the king, let the king and Haman
come this clay unto the banquct that |

have Prcparcc! for him.

5 Then the king said, Cause Haman to
make hastc, that he may do as Esther
hath said. So the king and Haman came to
the bancluct that Esther had Prcparcd.
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6 And the king said unto Esther at
the banclue’c of wine, What is th9
Petition? and it shall be grantecl

thee: and what is thy request? even

to the half of the kingdom it shall be
PerFormcd.

7 Then answered Esther, and said,

My Petition and my request 1S;



8 If I have found favour in the sight of the king,
and if it Please the king to grant my Petition,
and to Per'Form my request, let the king and

Haman come to the banquct that | shall prepare
for them, and I will do to morrow as the king

hath said.

9 Then went Haman forth that dagjogful and
with a g'ad heart: but when Haman saw
Mordecai in the king‘s gate, that he stood not
up, nor moved for him, he was full of inclignation

against Mordecai.
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10 Nevertheless Haman refrained himself:

and when he came homc, he sent and called
for his friends, and Zeresh his wife.

Il And Haman told them of the glorg of his
riches, and the multitude of his childrcn,
and all the things wherein the king had
Promotecl him, and how he had advanced
him above the Princes and servants of the

|<ing.
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12 Haman said moreover, Yea, Esther
the queen did let no man come in with
the king unto the banquct that she had
Prel:)arccl but mgsclwcg and to morrow am

| invited unto her also with the king.
, 15 Yet all this availeth me no’ching, SO

|ong as | see Mordecai the Jew sitting

at the |<ing's gate.
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14 Then said Zeresh his wife and all his
friends unto him, Let a ga"ows be made
of fif-tg cubits high, and to morrow
spcak thou unto the king that
Mordecai may be hangcd thereon: then
g0 thou in merrily with the king unto the
banquct. And the thing Pleasccl
Haman; and he caused the ga"ows to

bC macle.
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CHAPTER 6: 1-10
THE REVERSAL BEGINS
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Tlﬁc |<ing can'tslccp and asks to
hear the rogal chronicles. For the
first time, the king learns of the
assassination Plot that Mordecai
had revealed. That same night,
Haman comes to see the king about

hanging Mordecai.




Before Haman can sPea‘c,
the king tells Haman to honor
Mordecai by clressing him in roga|
garments, to Place him on a rogal
stallion and to Persona"g lead him

througlw the streets of
Shushan, caPital of Persia.

1
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1 On that night could not the king slccP,
and he commanded to bring the book of
records of the chronicles; and tl'tcg were

read before the king.

2 And it was found written, that
Mordecai had told of E’)igthana and
Teresh, two of the king‘s chamberlains,
the kccpcrs of the c:loor who sought to
|a3 hancl on thc |<mg Ahasucrus
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3 And the |<ing said, What honour and dignity
hath been done to Mordecai for this? Then

said the king‘s servants that ministered unto

b il -

him, There is notl’ling done for him.
4 And the king said, Who is in the court? Now

Haman was come into the outward court of

- the king‘s house, to sPcak unto the |<ing to

o g il s T

hang Mordecai on the ga"ows that he had
Prcparec! for him.




5 And the king‘s servants said unto him,
Behold, Haman standeth in the court.
And the king said, Let him come in.

6 So Haman came in. And the |<ing said
unto him, What shall be done unto the
man whom the king clclightcth to

honour? Now Haman thought in his
heart, To whom would the king delight to

do honour more than to mgsehc?
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7 And Haman answered the king, For
the man whom the king dclightcth to

honoun

8 Let the rogal aPParcl be brougl'\t
which the king useth to wear, and the
horse that the |<ing rideth upon, and the

crown royal which is set upon his head:

1
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9 And let this aPParcl and horse be
delivered to the hand of one of the
king‘s most noble Princcs, that tlwcy

may array the man withal whom the king

dclightcth to honour, and bring him on
horseback th rough the street of the
city, and Proclaim before him, Thus
shall it be done to the man whom the

klng clcllghteth to honour




10 Then the king said to Haman,
Make haste, and take the
apparel and the horse, as thou
hast said, and do even so to
Mordecai the Jew, that sitteth

at the knngs gate let nothlng
Fall of all that thou hast sPoken,

;i
f
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CHAPTER /:1-8
REVERSAL OF FORTUNE
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At the second banquct, Esther
reveals her iclcntitg and announces
" that she and her Pcoplc are about to
be murdered. Esther identifies
Haman as her arch enemy. The
|<ing has Haman hung on the
ga"ows that had been Prcpared for

Mordecai.
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1 So the king and Haman came to

banc]uct with Esther the queen.

2 And the |<ing said again unto Esther on
the second clag at the bancluet of wine,

i o gL il Lt i S s i 4, ool

What is thy Petition, queen Esther? and
it shall be grantecl thee: and what is thy
request? and it shall be Pcncormecl, even

to the half of the kingdom.

f
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5, Then Esther the queen answered and saicl,
Iif 1 have found favour in thg sight} O |<ing, and
if it Please the king, let my life be given me at
my Pctition, and my Pcople at my rcquest:

4 For we are solcl, | and my People, to be
clestroyed) to be slain, and to Perish. But if
we had been sold for bondmen and

bondwomen, | had held my tongue, although
the enemy could not countervail the king‘s

damage.
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5 Then the ‘(ing Ahasuerus answered
and said unto Esther the queen,
Who is he, and where is he, that durst

presume in his heart to do so?

6 And Esther said, The aclvcrsarg
and enemy is this wicked Haman.
Then Haman was afraid before the

|<mg and the quccn
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7 And the l(ing arising from the banquet of wine in
his wrath went into the Palace garclen: and Haman

stood up to make request for his life to Esther the
queen; for he saw that there was evil determined

against him bg the king.

8 Then the |<ing returned out of the Palace garclen
into the Place of the banquct of wine; and Haman
was fallen upon the bed whereon Esther was.
Then said the |<ing, Will he force the queen also
before me in the house? As the word went out of

the king‘s mouth, thcg covered Haman's face.
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CHAPTER 8:l-i
THE REVERSAL IS
COMPLETE




Mordecai is named Prime minister
to rcplacc Haman. A second
rogal
edict is put In Place, empowering
| the Jews to ﬁgl')t and kill anyone
who would try to harm
them.




? 1 On that clag did the |<ing Ahasuerus give the

| house of Haman the Jews' enemy unto Esther
; the queen. And Mordecai came before the

king; for Esther had told what he was unto
her.

2 And the king took off his ring, which he had
taken from Haman, and gave it unto
Mordecai. And Esther set Mordecai over the

housc of Haman.
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3 And Esther sPake yet again before the
|<ing, and fell down at his Feet, and
besought him with tears to put away the
mischief of Haman the Agagite, and his
device that he had devised against the
Jews.

4 Then the |<ing held out the golclcn sceptre
toward Esther. So Esther arose, and stood

before the |<ing,




5 And said, If it Plcasc the |<ing, and if |
have found favour in his sigl'nt, and the
thing seem right before the king, and |
be Plcasing in his eyes, let it be written
to reverse the letters devised bg Haman
the son of Hammedatha the Agagjte,
which he wrote to clestrog the Jews

which are in all the king‘s Provinccs:
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6 For how can | endure to see the evil that
sha“ come unto my People‘? or how can |

endure to see the destruction of my

kindred?

7 Then the |<ing Ahasuerus said unto Esther

the queen and to Mordecai the Jew, Behold,

| have gjiven Esther the house of Haman, and
him theg have hangccl upon the ga"ows,
because he laid his hand upon the Jews.
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8 Write ye also for the Jews, as
it liketh you, in the king‘s name,
and seal it with the king‘s ring;
for the writing which is written
in the |<ing's name, and sealed
with the king‘s ring, may no man

r€Versc.
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9 Then were the king‘s scribes called at that time
in the third month, that is, the month Sivan, on the
three and twentieth clag thereof; and it was
written according to all that Mordecai
commanded unto the Jews, and to the
lieutenants, and the cleputies and rulers of the
Provinces which are from India unto E:’chiopia, an
hundred twenty and seven Provinccs, unto every
Province acc:orcling to the writing thereof, and
unto every People after their language, and to
the Jews according to their writing, and accorcling

~ totheirlanguage.




10 And he wrote in the king Ahasuerus' name,
and sealed it with the king‘s ring, and sent
letters bg posts on horseback, and riders on
mules, camcls) and young dromedaries:

11 Wherein the king grantecl the Jews which were
in every city to gathcr themselves together, and
to stand for their life, to clestroy) to slay, and to

cause to Perisl'n, all the power of the People and
Province that would assault them, both little
ones and women, and to take the spoil of them

for a ) prey,




CHAPTER 9:18-22
THE HOLIDAY OF
PURIM




On the 13th of Aclar, a clay that had
been clesignatccl for Jewish
destruction, the Jews are victorious
over their enemies. The 10 sons of
Haman are hung. The 14th
and 151:‘1 of Adar are clcsignatccl to

celebrate the salvation.

!
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These are the clays of
Purim. Mordecai initiates the
Purim Practices -~ consisting of a
festive meal, the cxchange of gi{:ts,
of Foocl, and the gving of
monctary

ghcts to the poor.
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18 But the Jews that were at Shushan
assembled together on the thirteenth dag
thereoﬁ and on the fourteenth thereoﬁ and
on the fifteenth dag of the same theg restecl,
and made it a clag of Feasting and glaclness.

19 Therefore the Jews of the vi“ages, that
dwelt in the unwalled towns, made the
fourteenth cla9 of the month Adar a c!ag of
glaclness and Fcasting and a goocl dag, and of

scncling Portions one to another.
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20 And Mordecai wrote these tl'lings,
and sent letters unto all the Jews that

were in all the Provinces of the king
Ahasuerus, both nigh and far,

21 To stablish this among them, that
thcg should |<ecl:> the fourteenth clay of
the month Aclar, and the fifteenth clag

of the same, 3car|9,
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22 As the clays wherein the Jews rested
from their enemies, and the month
which was turned unto them from
SOFTOW tojog, and from mourning into a
good dag: that thcy should make them
dags of Feas’cing andjog, and of
scnding Portions one to another, and

ghcts to the poor.




CHAPTERIO
MORDECAI AND
PERSIA
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Persia, with
Mordecai as Primc minister,
flourishes. The role of Mordechai in
the history of the Persian E‘mPirc 1S

recorded in the king‘s chronicles.
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1 And the |<ing Ahasuerus laid a tribute
upon the land, and upon the isles of the

SEa.

2 And all the acts of his power and of
his might, and the declaration of the
greatness of Mordecai, whereunto the
|<ing advanced him, are thcy not written
in the book of the chronicles of the
kings of Media and Persia?




|

3 For Mordecai the Jew was next
unto |<ing Ahasuerus, and great
among the Jews, and ac:ceptccl of
the multitude of his brethren,
secking the wealth of his People,
and sPeaking peace to all his

SCCC] .
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Elohim demands obedience




Esther’s obedience saved her
Peop|e from death. The reality 1S
that Esther didn’t know what would
haPPcn when she aPProachcd the
king. She acted in obedience and
139 cloing so she saved a nation and
received the best. We don’t geta

pass on this one.
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" No part of our lives is
untouched. Elohim is in control
of every asPect, whether we
want him to be or not, and there
1S nothing that is not subject to
him. And, the best thing we can
" dofor ourlives is to search for

and surrender to his will.
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We are gi'ven divine moments

to alter circumstances




As believers, there are no such
tl'vings as accidents or
coincidences. Elohim’s timing is
Proviclential. Esther’s divine
- moment of Proviclence came bg
acccpting her responsibility to

goto the king.
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Elohim will use you only it
9ou’re readg-——-—or he will find

sSOmMeonc ClSC.




