ACTS 1:1-11
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The Future
Kingdom of

the Gospel




There’s an urgent demand by Jesus to

lieve the Good News

Mark 1:14, 15. Why

doesn’ eaching begin with

8 this ver €S an understanding
 REVE of the term “Kingdom of God.”

“repen
of the




While Jesus’ leading phrase remains
unclear, the Gospel itself is obscured.
Perhaps it is this uncertainty over the
meanin us’ proclamation about
hat has caused
| all reference to the
r Kingdom C their definition of the

. ospel, an ety on what they think is
AdHliEssa full account of the saving Message: the
"1 14 1| | I death, burial'and resurrection of Jesus.

|

evangel




1 Corinthians 15:1-5

15 Now | make known to you, brethren, the
gospel which | preac you, which also you
received, in which '
you are saved, it
preached to you;t

the word which |
) believed in vain.




3 For | delivered to you as of first importance
what | also received, that Christ died for our sins
according to the Scri 4 and that He was
buried, and that H id on the third day
according to th , 9 and that He
appeared to Cep to the twelve.




An impor ikey to understanding

Paul’s f ment about his own
Gospel found in the little
phrase > amongst things of

primary importance” (v. 3).




The point is that it was the resurrection
of Jesus which some of the Corinthians
were beginning to doubt: “How do some
among y there is no resurrection

DR 15:12). In
particular crisis of
ds his audience that
esurrection of Jesus are

, the death

ALY of absotutely fundamental significance
A1 in the Christian Gospel.




Without t
forgiver
his ret
resurrec

death of Jesus to gain

tbof us, and without
ath to life through
€ can be no hope of

salvatio je coming Kingdom.




It is a dangerous mistake, however,
to argue from this text that the facts
about Jes eath and resurrection
le Message of the
areful to say that
)CLS were preached
INgs of primary

(INEDOM: importance™ (v. 3). This, however,
A1 was not the entire Gospel.




There were other things also, of

ce in the Gospel,
ncement about the
REES 6:12; 19:8;

£28:23, 31).




Acts 8:12

12 But when they betieved Philip preaching the
good news about't )m of God and the
name of Jesus Chr

men &




8 And he entered t

speaking out boldl
and persuading the




Acts 20:25

25 “And now, behol q0W that all of you,
among whom'| preaching the




Acts 28:23

23 When they had set a day for Paul, they came to
him at his lodging intarge umbers and he was
explaining to them 'testlfymg about the
kingdom of God ) persuade them
concerning Jesus;i > Law of Moses and
from the Prophets ing until evening.




Acts 28:31

31 preachmg the ki Of God and teaching
Christ with all

ered.

open




We recall that Jesus had proclaimed

the Kingd

his d

4:43;

which

FF God is n

ong before he spoke of
esurrection (Luke
8:31-34) — a fact
at the Kingdom of
nonym for the death

(INEROM: and resurrection of Christ.




Luke 4:43

43 But He said to't =l must preach the
kingdom of God to ities also, for | was
sent 1




Luke 18:31-34

31 Then He took the twelve aside and said to them,
“Behold, we are going Jderusalem, and all things
which are written tk prophets about the
Son of Man will be 1. 32 For He will be
handed over to the € Pwill be mocked and
mistreate 1t upon,




33 and after they have scourged Him, they will
kill Him; and the third day He will rise again.” 34
But the disciples unde one of these things,

and the meaning ament was hidden

from them, and comprehend the
things said.




It is evident that Paul was not here
directly addressing the subject of the
Kingdo 0d as a future event
coinci he return of Jesus.
The ad accepted that
beli 'of the Gospel of
salva us Paul is able to
r '| e | elaborate on the doctrine of the
T Kingdom'onty a few verses later.

|

T T—TTT——




1 Corinthians 15:19-27

19 If we have hoped in Christ in this life only, we are
of all men most to be 0 But now Christ has
been raised from t Sfirst fruits of those

who are asleep. 21 a man came death,
by a man also came 8ction of the dead.




22 For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all will
be made alive. 23 But each in his own order: Christ
the first fruits, after )s€ wWho are Christ’s at
His coming, 24 then end, when He hands
over the kingdom t d Father, when He
has abolished all rute thority and power.




25 For He must reign until He has put all His
enemies under His feet. 26 The last enemy that will
be abolished is deat He has put all things
in subjection undert twhen He says, “All
things are put in's IS evident that He
is excepted who put subjection to Him.




Having just mentioned the future
coming of Jesus (V. 23), he speaks of

over which Jesus will
oming (vv. 25-27).
should be carefully
ngdom into which
d™ cannot enter, for

the Kin

presi

That

note

[ “flesh a

MEmEY “the perishable cannot inherit the
A1 imperishable” (v. 50).

|




1 Corinthians 15:50

50 Now | say this, Dre hat flesh and blood
cannot inherit the ~God; nor does the
perishable i perishable.




T T—TTT——

|
/
JL

In order to enter the Kingdom of
God, Christians must be summoned

from dea
be ch
eye, 1

52).
again, t

the last trumpet and
the twinkling of an
al persons (vv. 51,
es confirm, once

that the Kingdom of

God comes into power at the Second

Coming.



1 Corinthians 15:51-52

51 Behold, | tell you a mystery; we will not all
sleep, but we will all'b ed, 52 in a moment,
in the twinkling of X 1€ last trumpet; for

the trumpet wil ne dead will be

raised imperisha will be changed.




The Kingdom has a principal place in the
New Testament Gospel Message in addition,
of course, to the equally essential preaching

resurrection of the Savior.
ndling of the Bible to
15:1-5 in conflict with
the nce for the central

o importa Kingdom of God in the
| AEVEf pre- and post-resurrection proclamation

VL@ (Luke 4:43; Mark 1:14, 15; Matt. 4:17; Acts
T TR 8:12; 19:8; 20:25; 28:23, 31, etc.).

of the dea
ltisas
place 1




The Kingdom Of GOD

Contemporary
Statements

About the
Gospel




The definition of the Gospel that is
offered by most in the Church world,
speak & forgiveness of sins

th of Jesus, of his
I his present reign
nothing, however,
ingdom of God as the

. REVE/ about the

goal of the Christian believer.




The future dimension of salvation, so
prominent in the New Testament, is
absent. This absence of the Kingdom

o the eart gn with his followers

 REVEALING in the Messianic government
| M- promised by the prophets.




The New Testament Gospel does not
deal only with the past and the
present, vith the past, present

and e may, however,
searc Fary statements of
the g age (tracts, books

radio and television)

(INGDOM: in vain for any reference to the
T futureactivity of Jesus Christ.




Yet Jesus’ focus in the Gospel directs us
towards the ultimate goal, the gaining of a
place not “in heaven,” but in the Kingdom

of God o
difficult
could h

(Dan. 7:27). It would be
the Christian objective
e plainly defined than
in the ses: “Blessed are the
T eek, for INRerit the earth” (Matt.
 REVE/ 5:5). “You have 'made them to be a Kingdom

| | and priests to our God, and they will reign
1N on the earth” (Rev. 5:10).




Daniel 7:27

27 Then the soverelgnty, the dominion and the
greatness of all the kingdoms under the whole
heaven will be giver ople of the saints of
the Highest One; Hi IitL be an everlasting
kingdom, and all th '







Revelation 5:10

10 “You have made D be a kingdom and
priests to our God iItl reign upon the




The Kingdom Of GOD

The Gospel

Hope




The loss of the Kingdom of God from
the Christian Gospel stems from the
loss of the biblical view about the
future w Ifmed so vital a part of

origi Ity. For centuries
church een persuaded that
r the ultim: Of their commitment
; to Christ =80 to heaven” when

AL they die. This'notion is fundamentally
AHI I unbiblical.




It undermines the need for the

coming
earth
New T
the tr
hope an

e Kingdom of God on
rn of Jesus. In the
ope (the second of
tian virtues, faith,
1S directed towards

T T—TTT——

(INEDOM: the glorious Messianic future.




“Hope may be defined as desire of

future goo
its re
equall
while n
main

ccompanied by faith in
..Faith has regard
resent and future,
Scripture referring
e future. Hope is

(INCDOM® directed only to the future.”




fas instilled into the
ever when he heard
§sage about the

n:(Col. 1:4-7).




Colossians 1:4-7

4 since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and
the love which yo or all the saints; 5
because of the hop )F you in heaven, of
which you previou the word of truth,




6 which has come to you, just as in all the world
also it is constantly bearmg fruit and increasing,
even as it has been doinginyou also since the day
you heard of it and'& 'the grace of God in
truth; 7 just as yol om Epaphras, our
beloved fellow b 'Who is a faithful

servant of C |




Ephesians 1:13-14

13 In Him, you also, after listening to the message of
truth, the gospel of your salvation—having also
believed, you were sé ) with the Holy Spirit
of promise, 14 W 5'a pledge of our
inheritance, with'a edemption of God’s
own possession se of His glory.




Ephesians 1:15-18

15 For this reason | too, having heard of the faith
in the Lord Jesus Whic among you and your
love for all the s: ) Not cease giving
thanks for you, W mention of you in




17 that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father
of glory, may give to you a spirit of wisdom and of
revelation in the knowtedge of Him. 18 | pray that
the eyes of your hee enlightened, so that
you will know what of His calling, what
are the riches of thi Inheritance in the




Important for believers
yrare invited to rule

arth in the coming
Order.




In these verses it becomes clear that
the future hope was part of Paul’s
Gospel. olic evangelism went

romise of the

and faith in Jesus’

gction. It put before

promise of inheriting

i the Kingdom of God at the return of
A1 Christ.




