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"December 25, the birthday of Mithra, th&
Iranian god of light and...the day devoted tag
the invincible sun, as well as the day after
Saturnalia, was adopted by the [Roman
Catholic] church as Christmas, the nativity
of Christ, to counteract the effects of these
festivals.” [The New Encyclopedia
Britannica.]



"Christmas... It was, according to many %
authorities, not celebrated in the first centuriesg
of the Christian church, as the Christian usage
in general was to celebrate the death of
remarkable persons [e.g. Passover - death of
Christ] rather than their birth..." "...A feast was
established in memory of this event [the
assigned birth of Jesus] in the fourth century.



In the fifth century the Western Church %
ordered it to be celebrated forever ON THE
DAY OF THE OLD ROMAN FEAST OF THE
BIRTH OF SOL [SUN], as no certain
knowledge of the day of Christ's birth
existed.”. -Encyclopedia Americana, 1944
Edition



"The idea of using evergreens at Christmas alse
came to England from pre-Christian northern §
European beliefs. Celtic and Teutonic tribes
honored these plants at their winter solstice
festivals as symbolic of eternal life, and the

Druids ascribed magical properties to the
mistletoe in particular.” [The Encyclopedia

Americana International Edition. New York:
Grolier, 1991. p666.]



"The Roman festival of the winter solstice
celebrated on 25 Dec. (dies natalis solis
invictus). The Celtic and Germanic tribes held
this season in veneration from the earliest
times, and the Norsemen believed that their
dieties were present and active on earth from
25 Dec. to 6 Jan.” [Everymans Encyclopedia.
Toronto: Ryerson Press, 1967. p1,672.]



"Christianity thus replaced a pagan holiday
with a Christian one, while keeping the §
same symbolism-the birthday of Christ

corresponds to the birth of a new year. Many
of the pagan customs became part of the
Christmas celebrations.” [New Standard

Encyclopedia. Chicago: Standard
Educational, 1991. pC-320.]




"Pagan celebrations on December 25 hadt
included feasting, dancing, lighting bonfiresy
decorating homes with greens, and giving
gifts. So when this became a Christian
festival, the customs continued, but with a
Christian meaning imparted to

them.” [Encyclopedia International. USA:
Lexicon, 1980. p414.]
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Some say that,sun god days and
ways, with a Christian stamp
supposedly changing them into
something good...

We must Draw a Line Between

Truth|&Tradition




"The use of evergreens was so closely
associated with the garlands of pagan days
that in many of the early Church
celebrations they were forbidden."” [Alfred
Carl Hottes, 1,001 Christmas Facts and
Fancies. New York: A.T. De La Mare, 1954.

p15.]



"Equally old was the practice of the Druids,%
the caste of priests among the Celts of
ancient France, Britain and Ireland, to

decorate their temples with mistletoe, the

fruit of the oak-tree which they considered
sacred.



Among the German tribes the oak-tree was%
sacred to Odin, their god of war, and they
sacrificed to it until St Boniface, in the eighth
century, persuaded them to exchange it for the
Christmas tree, a young fir-tree adorned in
honour of the Christ child . . . It was the German
immigrants who took the custom to

America” (L.W. Cowie and John Selwyn Gummer,
The Christian Calendar, 1974, p.22).
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And now on to Easter...

Truth & Tradition
s



"The term 'Easter’ is not of Christian origin. It is anothe¥f.
form of Astarte, one of the titles of the Chaldean goddess$
the queen of heaven. The festival of Pasach [Passover and
the Feast of Unleavens] was a continuation of the Jewish
[that is, God's] feast....from this Pasch the pagan festival

of 'Easter’ was quite distinct and was introduced into the
apostate Western religion, as part of the attempt to adapt
pagan festivals to Christianity.” (W.E. Vine, Merrill F. Unger,

William White, Jr., Vine's Complete Expository Dictionary of
Old and New Testament Words, article: Easter, p.192)



/We should all find that slightly
disturbing...that means when we
say we are “Celebrating Easter”
that is the same thing as saying
we are “Celebrating the bare

breasted fertility goddess” ...
clearly we do not want to do that.

We must Draw a Line Between

Truth & Tradition




}hat is why some churches just
‘ call it “resurrection Sunday” ...
however, if we wanted to get
really Biblical, the Bible calls it
“First Fruits” and tells us

exactly on what day it is on...
more on that later...

We must Draw a Line Between

Truth & Tradition




Ish-tar : or Easter - Mythology The chief §
Babylonian and Assyrian goddess, associated
with love, fertility, and war, being the
counterpart to the Phoenician Astarte. (The
American Heritage® Dictionary of the
English Language: Fourth Edition. 2000)



Tammuz: ancient nature deity worshiped in'%
Babylonia. A god of agriculture and flocks, he §
personified the creative powers of spring. He
was loved by the fertility goddess Ishtar, who,

according to one legend, was so grief-stricken at
his death that she contrived to enter the
underworld to get him back. According to
another legend, she killed him and later restored
him to life.



These legends and his festival, commemorati
the yearly death and rebirth of vegetation,
corresponded to the festivals of the Phoenician
and Greek Adonis and of the Phrygian Attis. The
Sumerian name of Tammuz was Dumuzi. In the
Bible his disappearance is mourned by the
women of Jerusalem (Ezek. 8.14).(The
Columbia Encyclopedia, Sixth Edition. 2001)



"The term Easter was derived from the Anglo%.
Saxon 'Eostre,’ the name of the goddess of §
spring. In her honor sacrifices were offered at
the time of the vernal equinox. By the 8th cent.

the term came to be applied to the anniversary

of Christ’'s resurrection.” (International Standard
Bible Encyclopaedia, edited by Geoffrey
Bromiley, Vol 2 of 4, p.6, article: Easter)




"The English word Easter is derived from the names%®
'Eostre’ - ‘Eastre’ - ‘Astarte’ or ‘Ashtaroth’. Astarte was &
introduced into the British Isles by the Druids and is just g
another name for Beltis or Ishtar of the Chaldeans and
Babylonians. The book of Judges records that ‘the
children of Israel did evil ...in the sight of the LORD, and
served Baalim, and Ashtaroth, ...and forsook the LORD,
and served not Him." Easter is just another name for
Ashteroth The Queen of Heaven.' Easter was not
considered a 'Christian’ festival until the fourth century.



Early Christians celebrated Passover on the 14th day of
the first month and a study of the dates on which Eastef
is celebrated will reveal that the celebration of Easter
is not observed in accordance with the prescribed time
for the observance of Passover. After much debate, the
Nicaean council of 325 A.D. decreed that 'Easter’ should
be celebrated on the first Sunday after the vernal
equinox. Why was so much debate necessary if 'Easter’
was a tradition passed down from the Apostles?



The answer is that it was not an Apostolic
institution, but, an invention of man! They
had to make up some rules. History records
that spring festivals in honor of the pagan
fertility goddesses and the events associated
with them were celebrated at the same
time as 'Easter.



In the year 399 A.D. the Theodosian Code %
attempted to remove the pagan connotation &
from those events and banned their observance.
The pagan festival of Easter originated as the
worship of the sun goddess, the Babylonian
Queen of Heaven who was later worshipped
under many names including Ishtar, Cybele,
|daea Mater (the Great Mother), or Astarte for
whom the celebration of Easter is named.



Easter is not another name for the Feast of%
Passover and is not celebrated at the
Biblically prescribed time for Passover. This
pagan festival was supposedly ‘Christianized’
several hundred years after Christ.” (Richard
Rives, Too Long in the Sun)



"...the egg as a symbol of fertility and of &
renewed life goes back to the ancient
Egyptians and Persians, who had also the
custom of colouring and eating eggs during
their spring festival.” (Encylopaedia
Britannica, article: Easter)



"The exchange of Easter eggs, which
symbolize new life and fertility, is one of
the oldest traditions. Rabbits and flowers

are also pagan fertility symbols.” (New
Standard Encyclopedia, Vol. 6, Chicago:
Standard Educational, 1991. pE-25-E-27)



"The hare, the symbol of fertility in ancient %
Egypt, a symbol that was kept later in Europe, iS¢
not found in North America. Its place is taken by

the Easter rabbit, the symbol of fertility and

periodicity both human and lunar, accredited with
laying eggs in nests prepared for it at Easter or
with hiding them away for children to find.” (The
New Encyclopadia Britannica, 15th ed. Chicago:
Encyclopaedia Britannica, 1992, p.333)



"The custom of a sunrise service on Easter
Sunday can be traced to ancient spring
festivals that celebrated the rising

sun.” (The New Book of Knowledge,
Danbury: Grolier, 1981, p.41)



That might bring to mind the following verse
from Scripture... ’

Ezekiel 8:15-16

Then he said to me, “Have you seen this, O son

of man? You will see still greater abominations

than these.” And he brought me into the inner
court of the house of the LORD (Yahweh).



And behold, at the entrance of the temple%
of the LORD (Yahweh), between the porch
and the altar, were about twenty-five men,
with their backs to the temple of the LORD
(Yahweh), and their faces toward the east,
worshiping the sun toward the east.




; Ask yourself, does

Christmas and Easter
still feel right to you?

Truth & Tradition




Deuteronomy 12:30

Take heed to yourself that you are not snaredg
by following them, after that they be
destroyed from before you; and that you do
not enquire after their gods, saying, How did
these nations serve their gods? We will do the
same.” You must not worship the LORD
(Yahweh) your God in their way!



Jeremiah 10:2

Thus says the LORD (Yahweh), Learn not the
way of the nations,



Deuteronomy 12:4

You must not worship the LORD (Yahweh)
your God in their way.



