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The opposition to the King
Matthew 11:1—13:53

Chapters 11—13 record Israel’s rejection of

her Messiah and its consequences. Opposition
continued to build, but Jesus announced new

revelation in view of hardened unbelief.
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Matthew 11 (ESV)

1 When Jesus had finished instructing
- twelve disciples, he went on from there to
teach and preach in their cities. |
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2 Now when John heard in prison about
the deeds of the Christ, he sent word by
his disciples 3 and said to him, “Are you
the one who is to come, or shall we look
for another?” 4 And Jesus answered
them, “Go and tell John what you hear
and see: 5 the blind receive their sight
and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed
=~ and the deaf hear, and the dead are
“raised up, and the poor have good news.
.,Ereached to them. 6 And blessed IS the "re,
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/ As they went away, Jesus began to
speak to the crowds concerning John:
“What did you go out into the
wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the

wind? 8 What then did you go out to

see? A man dressed in soft clothing?

Behold, those who wear soft clothing

= are in kings' houses. 9 What then did
“you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, | tell |
5'.‘” you, and more than a prophet ‘up

/,. II

. ll\
{7 QF I
g // F 4
w ' £ 1 Oy, b

Y /[’ » ‘
- ISt iy 2 < e o Gk



0 This is he of whom it is written,

Behold, | send my messenger before

-~ your face, e
10 will prepare your way before .
™ you.’ Jias



11 Truly, | say to you, among those born
of women there has arisen no one
greater than John the Baptist. Yet the
one who is least in the kingdom of
heaven is greater than he. 12 From the
days of John the Baptist until now the
kingdom of heaven has suffered
violence, and the violent take it by
force. 13 For all the Prophets and the

. Law prophesied until John, 14 and if
you are willing to accept it, he is Elljah
‘who is to come. 15 He who has ears to- >

oy hear, let him hear:.. 5= I‘.""u';,



16 “But to what shall | compare this
generation? It is like children sitting in
the marketplaces and calling to their
playmates,

17
“‘We played the flute for you, and you
| did not dance;
o we sang a dirge, and you did not ..
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18 For John came neither eating nor
drinking, and they say, ‘He has a
demon.’ 19 The Son of Man came eating
and drinking, and they say, ‘Look at
him! A glutton and a drunkard, a friend
of tax collectors and sinners!’ Yet
wisdom is justified by her deeds.”



20 Then he began to denounce the cities
where most of his mighty works had been
done, because they did not repent. 21
“Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you,
Bethsaida! For if the mighty works done
in you had been done in Tyre and
Sidon, they would have repented long

ago in sackcloth and ashes. »
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22 But | tell you, it will be more
bearable on the day of judgment for
Tyre and Sidon than for you. 23 And

you, Capernaum, will you be exalted to
heaven? You will be brought down to
Hades. For if the mighty works done in
you had been done in Sodom, it would
have remained until this day. 24 But |
. tell you that it will be more tolerable
\" on the day of judgment for the land of
T Sodom than for you.”, . wogs
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25 At that time Jesus declared, “l thank
you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth,
that you have hidden these things from
the wise and understanding and
revealed them to little children; 26
yes, Father, for such was your gracious
will. 27 All things have been handed
over to me by my Father, and no one
knows the Son except the Father, and
no one knows the Father except the ..
Son and anyone to whom the Son "«
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28 Come to me, all who labor and are
heavy laden, and | will give you rest. 29
Take my yoke upon you, and learn from
me, for | am gentle and lowly in heart,
and you will find rest for your souls. 30

For my yoke is easy, and my burden is

light.”
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The Evangelist has carefully presented the
credentials of the king in relationship to His birth,
His baptism, His temptation, His righteous doctrine,
and His supernatural power. Israel has heard the
message of the nearness of the kingdom from John
the Baptist, the King Himself, and His disciples.

Great miracles have authenticated the call to
repentance. Now Israel must make a decision.




Evidences of Israel’s rejection of Jesus 11:2-30

Matthew presented three evidences of
opposition to Jesus that indicated rejection of
Him: John the Baptist’s questions about the
King’s identity, the Jews’ indifference to the
King’s message, and their refusal to respond to
the King’s invitation.




confusion of the King’s forert
11:2-6 (cf. Luke 7:18-23)

Even John the Baptist had doubts about
whether Jesus was really the promised
Messiah.
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Luke 7:18-23 (ESV)

18 The disciples of John reported all
these things to him. And John, 19 calling
two of his disciples to him, sent them to
the Lord, saying, “Are you the one who is

to come, or shall we look for another?”

20 And when the men had come to him,

 they said, “John the Baptist has sent us
. toyou, saying, ‘Are you the one whois to
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21 In that hour he healed many people of
diseases and plagues and evil spirits, and
on many who were blind he bestowed
sight. 22 And he answered them, “Go
and tell John what you have seen and
heard: the blind receive their sight, the
lame walk, lepers are cleansed, and the
deaf hear, the dead are raised up, the
. poor have good news preached to
them. 23 And blessed is the one who 1s
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n questioned whether Jesus wa
ming One” after all (Ps. 40:7; 118:26
9:20). “The coming One” was a messia

| title.
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The same questions of the ultimate
triumph of God undoubtedly face
everyone in suffering for Christ’s sake. If
our God is omnipotent, why does He
permit the righteous to suffer? The
answer, of course, is that the time of
God’s judgment has not yet come but

% that the final triumph is certain. b
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