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The Festival of Pentecost
(Shavuot)
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Exodus 34:22a

22 You shall celebrate the Feast of Weeks, that
is, the first fruits of the wheat harvest,...
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Deuteronomy 16:9-10

9 “You shall count seven weeks for yourself;
you shall begin to count seven weeks from the
time you begin to put the sickle to the
standing grain. 10 Then you shall celebrate the
Feast of Weeks to the Lord your God with a
tribute of a freewill offering of your hand,
which you shall give just as the Lord your God
~ blesses you;



The Countdown to Sinai
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The period called "the omer” begins the day
following the sabbath during Passover (Pesach)
and continues until Shavuot (Pentecost). The
Torah commanded that seven weeks be
counted from the time of the offering of the
omer, as it says:
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Leviticus 23:15-17,21

15 “You shall also count for yourselves from
the day after the sabbath, from the day when
you brought in the sheaf of the wave offering;

there shall be seven complete sabbaths. 16
You shall count fifty days to the day after the
seventh sabbath; then you shall present a new

grain offering to the Lord.



17 You shall bring in from your dwelling places
two loaves of bread for a wave offering, made
of two-tenths of an ephah; they shall be of a
fine flour, baked with leaven as first fruits to

~ the Lord.



21 On this same day you shall make a
proclamation as well; you are to have a holy
convocation. You shall do no laborious work. It
is to be a perpetual statute in all your
dwelling places throughout your generations.



Because of this ritual of counting, the period
between Passover (Pesach) and Pentecost
(Shavuot) came to be known as the omer. In
fact, Shavuot does not have a fixed calendar
date in the Bible, but rather falls on the day
after the completion of the omer count -- that
is, the fiftieth day after the omer offering is
brought.
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The Historical Understanding of
Pentecost
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In the third month after the Jews left Egypt,
they arrived in the Sinai desert and camped
opposite Mount Sinai. Moses was then told by
GOD to gather the Israelites together to receive
the Torah (Exodus 19:1-8). The Israelites
answered, "All that the Lord has spoken we will
do!" In Hebrew, it means,

"We agree to do even before we have listened."




Exodus 19:1-8

19 In the third month after the sons of Israel
had gone out of the land of Egypt, on that
very day they came into the wilderness of
Sinai. 2 When they set out from Rephidim,

they came to the wilderness of Sinai and
camped in the wilderness; and there Israel
camped in front of the mountain.



3 Moses went up to God, and the Lord called
to him from the mountain, saying, “Thus you
shall say to the house of Jacob and tell the
sons of Israel: 4 ‘You yourselves have seen
what | did to the Egyptians, and how | bore
you on eagles’ wings, and brought you to
~ Myself.



5 Now then, if you will indeed obey My voice

and keep My covenant, then you shall be My

own possession among all the peoples, for all

the earth is Mine; 6 and you shall be to Me a

kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’ These

are the words that you shall speak to the sons
of Israel.”



7 So Moses came and called the elders of the
people, and set before them all these words
which the Lord had commanded him. 8 All the
people answered together and said, “All that
the Lord has spoken we will do!” And Moses
brought back the words of the people to the

7 1 1old.



Moses then gave the Jews two days to cleanse

themselves, was
receive the Tora
time, Moses told t
Sinai. From early

n their clothes, and prepare to
n on the third day. At the same

hem not to come too near Mount
morning, dense clouds covered

the peak of the mountain. Thunder and lightning
were frequently seen and heard. The sound of the
shofar (ram's horn) came very strong, and the top
of the mountain was enveloped in fire and smoke.



The Israelites at the foot of
Mount Sinai stood in great awe

(Exodus 19:9-19).
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Exodus 19:9-19
9 The Lord said to Moses, “Behold, | will come
to you in a thick cloud, so that the people may
hear when | speak with you and may also
believe in you forever.” Then Moses told the
words of the people to the Lord.



10 The Lord also said to Moses, “Go to the
people and consecrate them today and
tomorrow, and let them wash their garments;
11 and let them be ready for the third day, for
on the third day the Lord will come down on
Mount Sinai in the sight of all the people.



12 You shall set bounds for the people all
around, saying, ‘Beware that you do not go up
on the mountain or touch the border of it;
whoever touches the mountain shall surely be
put to death. 13 Ne hand shall touch him, but
he shall surely be stoned or shot through;
whether beast or man, he shall not live.’
When the ram’s horn sounds a long blast, they
shall come up to the mountain.”



14 So Moses went down from the mountain to
the people and consecrated the people, and
they washed their garments. 15 He said to the
people, “Be ready for the th1rd day; do not go

near a woman



16 So it came about on the third day, when it
was morning, that there were thunder and
lightning flashes and a thick cloud upon the
mountain and a very loud trumpet sound, so

that all the people who were in the camp
trembled. 17 And Moses brought the people
out of the camp to meet God, and they stood
at the foot of the mountain.



18 Now Mount Sinai was all in smoke because
the Lord descended upon it in fire; and its
smoke ascended like the smoke of a furnace,
and the whole mountain quaked violently. 19
When the sound of the trumpet grew louder
and louder, Moses spoke and God answered
- him with thunder.



Moses then went up alone on the
mountain, and as he neared the
top, a mighty voice announced

the Ten Commandments (Exodus
19:20- 25; 20:1-21).
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Exodus 19:20-25
20 The Lord came down on Mount Sinai, to the
top of the mountain; and the Lord called
Moses to the top of the mountain, and Moses
went up. 21 Then the Lord spoke to Moses,
“Go down, warn the people, so that they do
not break through to the Lord to gaze, and
many of them perish.



22 Also let the priests who come near to the
Lord consecrate themselves, or else the Lord
will break out against them.” 23 Moses said to
the Lord, “The people cannot come up to
Mount Sinai, for You [c]warned us, saying, ‘Set
bounds about the mountain and consecrate
.



24 Then the Lord said to him, “Go down and
come up again, you and Aaron with you; but
do not let the priests and the people break
through to come up to the Lord, or He will
break forth upon them.” 25 So Moses went
down to the people and told them.



Exodus 20:1-21
The Ten Commandments

20 Then God spoke-all these words, saying,

2 “I am the Lord your God, who brought you

out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of
Ea o

3 “You shall have no other gods before Me.



4 “You shall not make for yourself an idol, or
any likeness of what is in heaven above or on
the earth beneath or in the water under the
earth. 5 You shall not worship them or serve
them; for |, the Lord your God, am a jealous
God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the
children, on the third and the fourth
generatmns of those who hate Me, 6 but
showing lovingkindness to thousands, to those
who love Me and keep My commandments.



/ “You shall not takethé name of the Lord
your God in vain, for the Lord will not leave
him unpunished who takes His name in vain.



8 “Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy.
9 Six days you shall labor and do all your work,
10 but the seventh day is a sabbath of the
Lord your God; in it you shall not do any work,
you or your son or your daughter, your male or
your female servant or your cattle or your
sojourner who stays with you.



11 For in six days the Lord made the heavens
and the earth, the sea and all that is in them,
and rested on the seventh day; therefore the
Lord blessed the sabbath day and made it holy.

12 “Honor your father and y0ur mother, that
your days may be prolonged in the land which
the 'Lord your God gives you.



13 “You shall not murder.

14 “You shall not commit adultery.
15 “Y_o.u' js-ha[l not steal.

16 “You shall not bear false witness against
your neighbor.



17 “You shall not covet your neighbor’s house;
you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife or his
male servant or his female servant or his ox or
his donkey or anything that belongs to your
neighbor.”



18 All the people perceived the thunder and
the lightning flashes and the sound of the
trumpet and the mountain smoking; and when
the people saw it, they trembled and stood at
a distance. 19 Then they said to Moses, “Speak
to us yourself and we will listen; but let not
God speak to us, or we will die.”



20 Moses said to the people, “Do not be
afraid; for God has come in order to test you,
and in order that the fear of Him may remain
with you, so that you may:not sin.” 21 So the

people stood at a distance, while Moses

approached the thick cloud where God was.



Themes of Shavuot

DAY or PE/&TECOST




New Revelation
One theme of Shavuot (Pentecost) is a new
revelation of G-d's will (Leviticus 23:15-
16,21). Two notable historical events
happened on this day.



Leviticus 23:15-16,21

15 “You shall also count for yourselves from
the day after the sabbath, from the day when
you brought in the sheaf of the wave offering;

there shall be seven complete sabbaths. 16
You shall count fifty days to the day after the
seventh sabbath; then you shall present a new

grain offering to the Lord.



21 On this same day you shall make a
proclamation as well; you are to have a holy
convocation. You shall do no laborious work. It
is to be a perpetual statute in all your
dwelling places throughout your generations.



1. The giving of the Ten
Commandments or the Torah.
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It should be noted here that the Hebrew word
Torah, commonly translated as "law" in English,
does not mean “law," but "instruction or teaching” in
the Hebrew language. By understanding the
meaning of the Hebrew word Torah, we can see
that the Torah was never intended, nor should it
ever be understood by non-Jewish people, to mean
a code of do's and don'ts. Rather, it should be seen
as God's instruction and teaching to us so we can
understand Him better.



Shavuot (Pentecost) is called the season of the
giving of the Torah in Hebrew, because this is
the literal day that God revealed Himself to
the people of Israel as they stood at the base

of Mount Sinai.



2. The giving of the Holy Spirit
(Ruach HaKodesh) by God.
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